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NEWSBANK HOT TOPICS 
January 2021 

 
CURRENT EVENTS 

 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Covid-19’s New Variants 
TOPIC:  The coronavirus Covid-19 has begun to change. New variants have been reported in the United 
Kingdom and South Africa and have been spreading across borders. These strains are reportedly more infectious 
than the original one. Will the new vaccines be able to deal with them? How worried should people be that this 
has occurred? What restrictions have been imposed to try to stop the spread of these strains? 
SEARCH TERMS: (coronavirus OR covid-19) AND (“new strains” OR "new variant") 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Electoral College Votes 
TOPIC: The votes cast by the United States Electoral College representing how their state voted are formally 
counted in each state capitol to formalize the winner in mid-December and the following January a Joint Session 
of the U.S. Congress certifies the count.  What role does this practice play in confirming a candidate’s win and 
how can it be challenged?  What are some instances in U.S. history where a candidate’s win has been challenged 
during the congressional tally count?  How and why has the 2020 election been investigated, and what have been 
the results of those investigations? 
SEARCH TERMS: Trump AND Biden AND Pence AND Congress AND (tally OR count) AND electoral AND 
(January OR Tuesday) 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: South Africa – Game Parks Imperiled  
TOPIC: South Africa’s tourist industry has suffered due to the coronavirus crisis as tourists stay away. Game 
parks’ incomes have fallen, while their expenses have not. Is it forbidden during the crisis for people to visit these 
animal reserves? What are the implications of this economic fact for the animal populations of the reserves? What 
is happening to their employees and the communities near them?  
SEARCH TERMS: “South Africa” AND (“game parks” or “game reserves” or “tourist industry”) 
 
ECONOMICS: United Kingdom – Brexit Agreement Reached 
TOPIC:  The European Union and the United Kingdom have reached a trade deal that lays out the relations 
between the two as Britain exits the EU. Who negotiated the final agreement for each entity? What issue was 
holding up the agreement? How was it resolved? What are some of the other terms in the deal? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Brexit agreement” 
 
SCIENCE: The Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
TOPIC:  Jupiter and Saturn have appeared side-by-side in the sky in an event called the “great conjunction.”  
What causes this appearance and when was the last time they were recorded as having appeared this close?  
How did the public react to seeing this in the past and what more do we know about it now? 
SEARCH TERMS: “great conjunction” AND Saturn AND Jupiter 
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HISTORY: Historic Black Baseball League Joins MLB 
TOPIC: The seven historic American “Negro Leagues” that slowly formed starting in 1920 and faded after 
integration have now been reclassified as official Major League Baseball (MLB) teams, and all the players and 
statistics will have full MLB status.  How did the first of these early black leagues get its start and how did the 
other leagues start and develop?  What impact did the integration of MLB have on these leagues?  Who were the 
major stars of these early black leagues? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Major League Baseball” OR MLB) AND (“Negro League” OR “Negro Leagues”) 
 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  
 

BUSINESS: Zoom 
TOPIC: Zoom Video Communications, commonly known as Zoom, is a U.S. communications technology 
company that has thrived as a handy tool for friends, family and business associates to communicate while 
people are staying physically apart during the COVID-19 pandemic.  How does Zoom work and what are some of 
the different options users have in ways to communicate to individuals or groups of people? What are some ways 
that Zoom has helped companies during the pandemic? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Zoom Video Communications” AND (COVID-19 OR coronavirus OR pandemic) 
 
BUSINESS: Australia – Tech Firms to Pay News Media 
TOPIC:  Australia has unveiled new laws that will force Facebook and Google to pay Australian media companies 
for the use of their content. It will be voted on early in 2021. How did Australian media companies react to this 
news? How did the two companies respond to the proposed new laws? 
SEARCH TERMS: Australia AND (Google OR Facebook) AND "news content" 
 
BUSINESS: Opioid Lawsuit Against Walmart  
TOPIC:  The U.S. Justice Department has filed a civil complaint against Walmart alleging that the company 
pressured pharmacists to quickly fill opioid prescriptions without properly checking the validity and thus unlawfully 
dispensed opioids that helped fuel the addiction crisis.  What evidence has the Justice Department offered and 
what has been Walmart’s defense?  What are “pill mills”? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Justice Department” OR “federal government” OR “Department of Justice”) AND (lawsuit OR 
complaint) AND Walmart AND opioid* 
 
BUSINESS: Dominion Voting Systems 
TOPIC: An executive for the Dominion Voting Systems Corporation has filed a lawsuit against President Trump’s 
campaign and conservative media companies for defamation.  What is Dominion Voting Systems Corporation and 
why have they filed this defamation lawsuit?  What has the criticism against Dominion been based on and what 
have investigations into election fraud found regarding Dominion? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Dominion Voting” AND defamation AND Trump 
 
ECONOMICS: United Kingdom – Brexit Agreement Reached 
TOPIC:  The European Union and the United Kingdom have reached a trade deal that lays out the relations 
between the two as Britain exits the EU. Who negotiated the final agreement for each entity? What issue was 
holding up the agreement? How was it resolved? What are some of the other terms in the deal? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Brexit agreement” 
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ECONOMICS: COVID Economic Aid Package 
TOPIC: President Trump has signed a $900 billion pandemic relief package that will deliver economic aid to 
businesses and individuals whose finances have been hurt by the pandemic.  What was the issue that President 
Trump was unhappy about in this bill that caused a delay in his signing it and how did that issue impact the 
debate during the creation of this package? What are some other concerns about the relief package and what are 
the major points of agreement in this package? 
SEARCH TERMS: Trump AND (aid OR package OR stimulus OR relief) AND “$900 billion” 
 
FINANCE: Switzerland – Davos Meeting Rescheduled 
TOPIC:  The World Economic Forum usually held in January in the Swiss town of Davos will instead be held this 
coming May in Singapore. It was originally scheduled to be held in the Swiss city of Lucerne. What is the World 
Economic Forum and who thought it up and hosts it? Who typically attends this global meeting? Why did they 
choose Singapore to host the upcoming event? 
SEARCH TERMS: “World Economic Forum” 
 
FINANCE: Food Banks Overwhelmed 
TOPIC:  Many Americans who have been economically hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic are turning to food 
banks for the first time, facing long lines and increasingly short supplies. How do food banks work?  How have 
they been adapting to serve the growing demand?  What support have they had from local communities and 
government? 
SEARCH TERMS: “food banks” AND (COVID-19 OR coronavirus OR pandemic) 

 
CIVICS, GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Electoral College Votes 
TOPIC: The votes cast by the United States Electoral College representing how their state voted are formally 
counted in each state capitol to formalize the winner in mid-December and the following January a Joint Session 
of the U.S. Congress certifies the count.  What role does this practice play in confirming a candidate’s win and 
how can it be challenged?  What are some instances in U.S. history where a candidate’s win has been challenged 
during the congressional tally count?  How and why has the 2020 election been investigated, and what have been 
the results of those investigations? 
SEARCH TERMS: Trump AND Biden AND Pence AND Congress AND (tally OR count) AND electoral AND 
(January OR Tuesday) 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Middle East – Arab Spring, Ten Years Later 
TOPIC: It has been ten years since the series of political protests and demonstrations altered the nations of the 
Middle East. Some governments were overthrown. Others descended into Civil War. Looking back at it, what 
situations in those countries where the governments changed seemed to have been very similar? What seems to 
unite those governments that resisted the demonstrators and cracked down on them? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Arab Spring” 
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HISTORY: Historic Black Baseball League Joins MLB 
TOPIC: The seven historic American “Negro Leagues” that slowly formed starting in 1920 and faded after 
integration have now been reclassified as official Major League Baseball (MLB) teams, and all the players and 
statistics will have full MLB status.  How did the first of these early black leagues get its start and how did the 
other leagues start and develop?  What impact did the integration of MLB have on these leagues?  Who were the 
major stars of these early black leagues? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Major League Baseball” OR MLB) AND (“Negro League” OR “Negro Leagues”) 

 
SOCIAL ISSUES 

 
CRIME AND LAW: United Kingdom – Extradition Request Denied 
TOPIC: A British judge has ruled that Julian Assange cannot be extradited to the U.S., as that country cannot 
guarantee that we won’t kill himself while in its custody. It is likely this ruling will be appealed. What is Assange 
accused of by the U.S.? Why was he originally arrested in the UK and how did that case unfurl? What are the 
next steps his lawyers will likely take? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Julian Assange” AND extradition 
 
CRIME AND LAW: RV Bomb in Nashville 
TOPIC:  A mysterious suicide bombing from inside a recreational vehicle (RV) has destroyed an area of 
downtown Nashville, TN. Who has been identified as the bomber and what is believed to be his motive?  What 
are some other examples of conspiracy theories that have led to violence, destruction or disruption in 
contemporary U.S. society? 
SEARCH TERMS: Nashville AND bomb* AND conspiracy AND AT&T 
 
EDUCATION: Colleges Fueled Major COVID-19 Outbreaks   
TOPIC: Despite guidelines issued for institutions of higher education by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), colleges and universities across the country reported major coronavirus outbreaks this fall. 
Now the American College Health Association awaits guidance from the CDC as stakeholders request mandatory 
vaccination and distribution support. What recommendations were issued by the CDC for higher education 
institutions, and what were the lowest to highest risk activities? What super-spreader events related to student 
populations were reported by the media this fall? How are colleges and universities preparing to safely reopen 
this spring? 
SEARCH TERMS: (college* OR universit* OR "higher education" OR campus*) AND (coronavirus OR "COVID-
19" OR pandemic) AND (superspread* OR "super spreader") AND fall AND CDC 
 
EDUCATION: Worldwide – To Open or Not? 
TOPIC: Schools around the Northern Hemisphere closed for either Christmas, New Years, or both. Now 
authorities are wondering whether to re-open them to students or to continue the closure and revert to distance 
learning. What do teachers think of this? What do parents and students say? Finally, what are politicians and 
leaders deciding? 
SEARCH TERMS: schools AND (re-opening or opening) AND (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) 
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RELIGION: Christmas 
TOPIC:  People celebrating the Christmas holidays this year have modified some of their rituals to avoid health 
risks during the COVID-19 pandemic.  What are some ways that families celebrated without gathering indoors this 
year?  What are some ways gift exchanges have taken place remotely? What are some safe and creative ways 
Christian churches have celebrated Christmas with their congregations?  
SEARCH TERMS: Christmas AND (holiday OR holidays) AND celebrat* AND (safe OR safety OR safely) AND 
(coronavirus OR "COVID-19" OR pandemic) AND (family OR families OR congregation* OR church* OR ritual*) 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Girl Scouts Sue the Boy Scouts   
TOPIC:  The Girl Scouts of America are suing the Boy Scouts of America because Boy Scout recruiting since 
they have opened up to all genders has impacted the Girl Scout recruitment efforts according to the complaint.  
What are some examples cited by the Girl Scouts of damage caused by the recruitment competition? What was 
the issue involving trademarks that the Girl Scouts brought up?  What has been the response from the Boy 
Scouts? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Girl Scouts” AND “Boy Scouts” AND lawsuit 

 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HEALTH  

 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Denmark – An End to Fossil Fuel Extraction 
TOPIC: Denmark has declared it will end extracting oil and gas from the North Sea by 2050, meeting its energy 
needs instead through sustainable resources like wind power. It will no longer sell licenses to explore for oil. How 
much oil does Denmark produce and how large a share of the market does it represent? What did Denmark earn 
from its oil production and how do they hope to replace that income? 
SEARCH TERMS: Denmark AND North Sea AND (oil or gas) 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: South Africa – Game Parks Imperiled  
TOPIC: South Africa’s tourist industry has suffered due to the coronavirus crisis as tourists stay away. Game 
parks’ incomes have fallen, while their expenses have not. Is it forbidden during the crisis for people to visit these 
animal reserves? What are the implications of this economic fact for the animal populations of the reserves? What 
is happening to their employees and the communities near them?  
SEARCH TERMS: “South Africa” AND (“game parks” or “game reserves” or “tourist industry”) 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: New Climate Plans 
TOPIC:  President-elect Biden has announced his climate plan. What is his plan for ending carbon emission from 
power plants?  What are his plans for green infrastructure and what clean energy projects is he planning? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“President-elect Biden” OR “Joe Biden”) AND climate AND plan 
 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Covid-19’s New Variants 
TOPIC:  The coronavirus Covid-19 has begun to change. New variants have been reported in the United 
Kingdom and South Africa and have been spreading across borders. These strains are reportedly more infectious 
than the original one. Will the new vaccines be able to deal with them? How worried should people be that this 
has occurred? What restrictions have been imposed to try to stop the spread of these strains? 
SEARCH TERMS: (coronavirus OR covid-19) AND (“new strains” OR "new variant") 
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HEALTH: COVID-19 Vaccines 
TOPIC:  The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved COVID-19 vaccines from Moderna 
and Pfizer and a vaccine from AstraZeneca is pending approval.  Who is being prioritized for these vaccines and 
how are they being distributed?  How have these vaccines been tested and what were the results?  
SEARCH TERMS: (COVID-19 OR coronavirus OR pandemic) AND (vaccine OR vaccines OR vaccination) AND 
(distrib* OR priorit*) 
 
HEALTH: Argentina – Abortion Legalized 
TOPIC:  Argentina’s Senate voted to legalize abortion through the 13th week of pregnancy, a change in the laws 
that activists had been working on for 20 years. President Alberto Fernandez supported the new law, while the 
Catholic Church opposed it. What recent cases outraged supporters of the change and helped change public 
opinion? What are the Church’s arguments in opposition to it? 
SEARCH TERMS: Argentina AND abortion 
 
SCIENCE: The Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn 
TOPIC:  Jupiter and Saturn have appeared side-by-side in the sky in an event called the “great conjunction.”  
What causes this appearance and when was the last time they were recorded as having appeared this close?  
How did the public react to seeing this in the past and what more do we know about it now? 
SEARCH TERMS: “great conjunction” AND Saturn AND Jupiter 
 
SCIENCE: Japan – Haybusa2 Delivers 
TOPIC:  Japan’s spacecraft Hayabusa2 returned from the asteroid Ryugu and delivered a capsule dropped from 
space to the Australian outback. The capsule contains soil samples from the asteroid. How long did this mission 
to the asteroid and its surface take? What do scientists hope to learn from the soils?  
SEARCH TERMS: Haybusa2 OR Ryugu 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Russian Hack  
TOPIC: The business IT management software firm, SolarWinds has been hacked and used as a portal by 
Russian hackers to reach other companies such as the cybersecurity firm FireEye as well as a broad swath of 
government agencies in what may be the biggest espionage hack in history.  How is hacking done and how did 
the Russians use hacked companies to hack into other places?  What information has been compromised in their 
hack and what are the dangers to the U.S. from this hack? 
SEARCH TERMS: Russia* AND hack* AND (SolarWinds OR FireEye) 
 

SPORTS  
 
SPORTS: Utah Jazz Sold 
TOPIC:  Ryan Smith, a 42-year-old technology entrepreneur and Utah native, became the new owner of the Utah 
Jazz. Smith purchased the NBA team for $1.6 billion from the Miller family, who owned the franchise since 1985. 
Who is Ryan Smith, and what is his personal and professional background? What is Smith's affinity for the team, 
and why does he say he purchased the Jazz? What is the history of the team, and what NBA successes have 
they earned? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Utah Jazz" AND (sold OR bought) AND ("Miller family" OR "Ryan Smith") 
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SPORTS: Canada – World Junior Ice Hockey Championship 
TOPIC:  Games are ongoing at the World Junior Hockey Championship which is taking place in Edmonton, 
Alberta. What countries have advanced to the quarter-finals and beyond? What countries failed to advance? Who 
made the semi-finals and finals and who won the tournament? 
SEARCH TERMS: “World Ice Hockey Championship” 
 
SPORTS: Great Britain – First Female Jockey of the Year 
TOPIC:  Hollie Doyle, who came in third in the annual BBC Sports Personality of the Year voting, won the 150th 
race and was Elected Flat Jockey of the Year by her peers, the Professional Jockeys Association. She won two 
other awards as well, and joins Paul Hanagan as the only jockeys to win three awards. What other awards did 
she win? Who else won awards on this occasion? Who are the awards named for? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Hollie Doyle” AND jockey 
 
SPORTS: Tara VanDerveer  
TOPIC:  Head coach for the Stanford University Cardinal women’s basketball Tara VanDerveer has surpassed 
the late coach of the Tennessee Lady Vols to hold the record for most wins in women’s college basketball history.  
What is her coaching style and how is that translating into wins for the Stanford Cardinals?  What is her history as 
a coach? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Tara VanDerveer” AND Stanford 
 
SPORTS: Australia – Australian Open 
TOPIC:  Roger Federer has announced he will not be coming to the 2021 edition of the Australian Open, citing a 
need to fully recover from recent surgery. He had been a participant in the tournament for the past 21 years. What 
has Federer’s record been at this event? Who is planning on playing at the Australian Open and when will it take 
place? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Roger Federer” OR “Australian Open” 
 
SPORTS: A Lim Kim  
TOPIC:  Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA) rookie, 25-year-old A Lim Kim from South Korea, won the 
U.S. Women's Open with a come-from-behind victory and has accepted LPGA Tour membership starting in 2021. 
What is Kim's background, and how did she get her start in golf? What have been her major achievements in golf 
leading up to her U.S. Open win? What are analysts, commentators and others in the golf community saying 
about her win? 
SEARCH TERMS: "A Lim Kim" AND ("U.S. Women's Open" OR LPGA) AND golf AND (win or victory) 

 
ARTS AND LITERATURE  

 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: New Smithsonian Museums  
TOPIC:  The U.S. Congress has approved funding for two new Smithsonian museums, one focused on American 
Latinos and one on American women’s history.  What are the names proposed for these museums?  How are 
these museums being described by the people creating them?  What is the planned timeline for their 
construction? 
SEARCH TERMS: Smithsonian AND (Latino OR Latinos OR Hispanic OR Hispanics OR women) 
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FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Germany – Humboldt Forum Opens Online 
TOPIC: Berlin’s Humboldt Forum, housed in a replica of the Stadtschloss, had an online opening due to Covid-19 
restrictions on museums. The Stadtschloss was the Baroque palace of the Hohenzollern dynasty that was 
destroyed by the East German government in the 1950s. What collections will be housed in this new building? 
What else is planned to occur in the forum? What delayed its opening? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Humboldt Forum” 
 
LITERATURE: A Promised Land by Barack Obama 
TOPIC: Since its release in late November, former President Barack Obama's most recent memoir – the first of 
two volumes about his years in the White House – has spent five weeks at the top of The New York Times Best 
Sellers list. What significant events from his first term in office does he discuss in A Promised Land? When did he 
publish his first memoir Dreams of My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance, and what does it reveal about his 
early life? What kind of responses has A Promised Land generated among politicians and the media? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Barack Obama" AND (memoir* OR "A Promised Land") 
 
LITERATURE: United Kingdom – John Le Carre 
TOPIC:  David Cornwell was better known by his nom de plume John Le Carre. He was an author of espionage 
novels, who was able to find new topics after the end of the Cold War. What book brought him to the world’s 
attention in the 1960s? What book is seen as his masterpiece? Which of his works have become films or 
television shows? 
SEARCH TERMS: “David Cornwell” OR “John Le Carre” 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: Worldwide – Best Films of the Year 
TOPIC: Critics around the world produce their list of the best films of the year during the final weeks of the 
departing year. How did Covid-19 or the coronavirus effect the movie-going experience? What films made the 
most lists? Which film would you most like to see? 
SEARCH TERMS: “best films” 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: The Queen's Gambit Gives Chess a Boost 
TOPIC:  Netflix's most-watched drama of 2020, The Queen’s Gambit, propelled a resurgence of worldwide 
interest in the classic game of chess. Since the mini-series’ premiere in late October, retailers reported a massive 
increase in chess-set sales, while online chess sites saw a record number of new gaming memberships. Who is 
the lead character in the Queen's Gambit, and why has her storyline garnered mass appeal? What have chess 
grandmasters said about the show's portrayal of the game? How have COVID-19 pandemic restrictions played a 
role in the show's popularity and the revitalization of chess? 
SEARCH TERMS: chess AND (popular* OR increas*) AND (game* OR board* OR play*) AND "Queen's Gambit" 
 
MUSIC: Bob Dylan Sells His Music Rights 
TOPIC:  Composer and performer Bob Dylan is selling his entire music catalogue to Universal Music Publishing 
Group (UMPG). What are some ways that his music and lyrics have influenced popular music?  What music 
publishing company did he start with his then-manager Albert Grossman and how did that company put non-Bob 
Dylan songs in this deal? Why is he selling his catalogue of songs now? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Universal Music” AND publish* AND “Bob Dylan” AND (sell OR sells OR selling OR sale OR 
buys OR acquir*) 
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MUSIC: Mexico – A Master Musician  
TOPIC:  Armando Manzanero was a singer and songwriter. What styles of music did he perform and write? What 
were some of his hits? Who were some of the other performers who covered his music? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Armando Manzanero” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS: France – Claude Bolling  
TOPIC:  Claude Bolling was a French pianist, composer and arranger. A fan of Duke Ellington, Bolling wrote film 
scores, songs, and classical music pieces. What singers did he work with? With whom did he collaborate on his 
classical albums? For what works did he win Grammy Awards? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Claude Bolling” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS:  Nutcracker Suite 
TOPIC:  Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite has been a popular ballet for families 
around the Christmas holidays worldwide but especially in the U.S.  Why was Tchaikovsky's 1892 Nutcracker 
score popular in the late 19th and early 20th century, and how was the ballet transformed in the mid-20th century 
into the popular holiday spectacle it is today? How did Alesandre Dumas transform E.T.A. Hoffmann’s story The 
Nutcracker and the Mouse King for the original production scored by Tchaikovsky?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Nutcracker Suite” AND Tchaikovsky AND Balanchine 

 
PEOPLE  

 
PEOPLE:  Rashida Jones Makes Network News History 
TOPIC:  NBC News announced Rashida Jones, 39, will take over as president of MSNBC in February. Currently 
serving as senior vice president of MSNBC and NBC News, Jones will become the highest-ranking Black woman 
in television news and the first to run a major cable news network. What is her educational background, and how 
did she get her start in broadcasting? What networks did she work for prior to joining NBCUniversal, and how has 
her career progressed since joining the network? What are some of her major accomplishments in broadcasting? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Rashida Jones" AND (MSNBC OR NBC OR NBCUniversal) AND president AND Black AND 
(woman OR female) 
 
PEOPLE: France – Pierre Cardin 
TOPIC:  Pierre Cardin was a French fashion designer. He began his career in Paris in the late 1940s, was known 
for his futuristic designs in the early 1960s, and led designers into licensing their names in the lifestyle industry. 
With what fashion house did he get his start and why did he leave it? Who were some of his famous early clients? 
What were some of the products that were licensed under his name? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Pierre Cardin” 
 
PEOPLE:  Brig. Gen. Charles "Chuck" Yeager 
TOPIC: Charles "Chuck" Yeager was a legendary World War II Air Force fighter pilot and the first person to fly 
faster than the speed of sound. How did Yeager's military career evolve, and what were his most notable and 
heroic contributions? When and how did he break the sound barrier? What is the significance of the phrase "the 
right stuff," and how has it been used to immortalize his achievements in literature and film? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Chuck Yeager" AND pilot ("sound barrier" OR "speed of sound") 
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PEOPLE: Russia – George Blake 
TOPIC:  George Blake admitted to spying for the Soviet Union while working in the British Special Intelligence 
Service and was sentenced to 42 years in jail. He had escaped from prison after five years and fled to Russia. 
What were some of the notable secretes he revealed to the Soviet Union? Who helped him escape from jail? How 
was he treated in the Soviet Union? 
SEARCH TERMS: “George Blake” 
 
PEOPLE:  Singer Charley Pride 
TOPIC: Country music baritone Charley Pride was one of genre's first Black superstars and the first Black 
member of the Country Music Hall of Fame. When and how did Pride get his start in country music, and how did 
his fame help break barriers in the music industry? What were some of his best known hits, and what recognitions 
and awards did he receive? What was his connection to baseball, and how did the sport influence his early years 
and later career? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Charley Pride" AND "country music" AND (Black OR "African American") 
 
 


