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NEWSBANK HOT TOPICS 
March 2021 

 
CURRENT EVENTS 

 
BUSINESS: Australia – Paying for Content 
TOPIC:  While Google has been making deals with various Australian media companies, Facebook decided to 
ban content from Australian sources in advance of the passage of a proposed law that would make them pay for 
its use. This ban also impacted Facebook pages of non-governmental organizations, charities, and other 
Australian entities. How long did the ban last? Why was Facebook unsuccessful in its initial ban? What ended the 
ban? What legal arguments did opponents make against the proposed laws? 
SEARCH TERMS: Australia AND (Facebook OR Google) AND news 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: South Africa – Human Rights Day 
TOPIC:  South Africa celebrates Human Rights Day every March 21st, the anniversary of the Sharpeville 
Massacre in 1960. It is a chance to remember the anti-apartheid struggle and to understand the freedoms 
guaranteed to all South Africans under its current constitution. What was being protested at the demonstrations 
that led to the Sharpeville Massacre and how was it seen around the world? What freedoms are enshrined in the 
South African Constitution? 
SEARCH TERMS: “South Africa” AND (“Human Rights Day” OR Sharpeville Massacre”) 
 
ECONOMICS: U.S. Economic Stimulus Plan 
TOPIC:  President Joe Biden is pushing a $1.9 trillion stimulus bill, called the American Rescue Plan, to help 
pump money into the economy that is struggling under COVID-19 restrictions and related job losses.  What are 
the specifics of this bill that are the primary focus of political debate and why?  What previous measures taken by 
the Biden Administration does the American Rescue Plan build on and how? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND “American Rescue Plan” 
 
SCIENCE: Mars – Triple Mission Accomplished 
TOPIC:  Three nations’ space missions to Mars have all arrived near the Red Planet. The United Arab Emirates, 
China, and the United States have all sent unmanned spacecrafts to Mars with different missions. What does 
each country hope to achieve? What are the names of the spacecraft and what were their individual flight paths to 
our neighboring planet? How long did it take them each to arrive? 
SEARCH TERMS: Mars AND (China OR UAE OR NASA) 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Great Britain – Jaguar Brand Goes Electric  
TOPIC:  The car maker Jaguar Land Rover has set themselves the goal of producing only electric luxury vehicles 
by the year 2025. Land Rover hopes to have an electric model by 2024 and to eventually go completely electric. 
How does this move fit into the firm’s overall strategy for growth in the coming years? What brands are they 
positioning themselves to sell against and what market and competitors are they leaving in order to focus on the 
rollout of these new models? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jaguar Land Rover” AND “electric vehicles” 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: France – Sarkozy Convicted of Corruption  
TOPIC: Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy has been found guilty of corruption and influence peddling.  He 
was trying to obtain information from a judge in another case by offering to help him to get a new and better job.  
He is the third president to be put on trial since World War II.  Another case against him will begin later this month.  
Who were the other two presidents to be brought to trial and what were the charges against them?  What other 
cases against Sarkozy are pending?  What charges against him have been dropped?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Nicolas Sarkozy”  
 
CRIME AND LAW: Saudi Arabia – Khashoggi Death Report Released 
TOPIC: The Biden administration has declassified and publicly released the report by intelligence agencies into 
the murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi.  It concluded that Saudi Crown Prince Muhammed 
Bin Salman probably approved of the action.  Who were the alleged killers and how are they connected to the 
Crown Prince?  What else in the report details the Prince’s involvement?  Does the Biden administration plan to 
take any action against the Crown Prince? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jamal Khashoggi” AND “Muhammed Bin Salman” 

 
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  

 
BUSINESS: Hearings on GameStop Trading 
TOPIC:  Congressional hearings have started with the CEOs of Reddit, Robinhood, Citadel and Melvin Capital to 
try to understand how the trading volatility happened that set GameStop’s stock to record highs and then crashing 
driven by a Reddit trading forum. What role did each of these companies play in the rise and drop of GameStop 
stocks? What was discovered in these hearings that shed light on how trading can be better regulated?  
SEARCH TERMS: GameStop AND (Congress OR Congressional) AND (Reddit OR Robinhood OR Citadel OR 
“Melvin Capital OR “Vlad Tenev”) AND (hearing OR hearings) 
 
BUSINESS: Australia – Paying for Content 
TOPIC:  While Google has been making deals with various Australian media companies, Facebook decided to 
ban content from Australian sources in advance of the passage of a proposed law that would make them pay for 
its use. This ban also impacted Facebook pages of non-governmental organizations, charities, and other 
Australian entities. How long did the ban last? Why was Facebook unsuccessful in its initial ban? What ended the 
ban? What legal arguments did opponents make against the proposed laws? 
SEARCH TERMS: Australia AND (Facebook OR Google) AND news 
 
BUSINESS: Boeing 777 
TOPIC: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has ordered the airplane manufacturer Boeing Company to 
inspect all of its 777 airplanes after United Airlines flight 328 was forced to make an emergency landing after 
serious engine difficulties.  What company makes Boeing’s engines and what are they doing to help with this 
investigation? 
SEARCH TERMS: Boeing AND FAA AND Pratt AND inspect* AND 777 
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BUSINESS: Canada – Butter Crisis 
TOPIC:  Canadian consumers, bakers, and food professionals found that Canadian butter was taking longer to 
become soft when left out on the counter and longer to melt. One theory for this is the use of palm oil in feed for 
dairy cows and the Dairy Farmers of Canada have asked its members to refrain from using palm supplements 
while it investigates. Has the use of these supplements increased recently? Has the taste of butter changed in 
any noticeable way? Are there other theories about what is making Canadian butter harder? 
SEARCH TERMS: Canada AND butter AND “palm oil” 
 
ECONOMICS: World Trade Organization – Groundbreaking New Leader 
TOPIC:  Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has been named to lead the World Trade Organization (WTO). From Nigeria, 
she is the first African to lead the organization, as well as the first woman. She comes to the WTO from the World 
Bank. What did Okonio-Iweala do at the World Bank? What does she hope to accomplish at the WTO?  
SEARCH TERMS: (“World Trade Organization” OR WTO) AND “Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala” 
 
ECONOMICS: U.S. Economic Stimulus Plan 
TOPIC:  President Joe Biden is pushing a $1.9 trillion stimulus bill, called the American Rescue Plan, to help 
pump money into the economy that is struggling under COVID-19 restrictions and related job losses.  What are 
the specifics of this bill that are the primary focus of political debate and why?  What previous measures taken by 
the Biden Administration does the American Rescue Plan build on and how? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND “American Rescue Plan” 
 
FINANCE: High Energy Bills in Texas 
TOPIC: Many Texans who have chosen to pay their energy bills wholesale have been hit with unusually large 
bills. What company has been commonly charging these high prices and why is the price going up so much?  
What are some of the issues that have driven up the price of natural gas? 
SEARCH TERMS: energy AND Texas AND (bill OR bills) AND Griddy 
 

CIVICS, GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Ex-President Trump’s Tax Release 
TOPIC: The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled in favor of New York prosecutors who seek access to ex-President 
Trump’s tax records.  What is being investigated and how can Trump’s tax records help the investigation?  Why 
were ex-President Trump’s tax records not released during his first run for president? 
SEARCH TERMS:  Trump AND (tax OR taxes) AND “Supreme Court” 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: France – Sarkozy Convicted of Corruption  
TOPIC: Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy has been found guilty of corruption and influence peddling.  He 
was trying to obtain information from a judge in another case by offering to help him to get a new and better job.  
He is the third president to be put on trial since World War II.  Another case against him will begin later this month.  
Who were the other two presidents to be brought to trial and what were the charges against them?  What other 
cases against Sarkozy are pending?  What charges against him have been dropped?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Nicolas Sarkozy”  
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Voting Restrictions 
TOPIC: A recent investigation by the Brennan Center for Justice has found that over thirty state legislatures have 
legislation at different stages of development for restricting their state voting laws. What are some of the ways 
different states are restricting voting and why? Which states are seeking the most sweeping legislation to combat 
voter suppression? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Brennan Center for Justice" AND voting AND states 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Spain – Catalonian Elections  
TOPIC: Spain’s Catalonian region held local parliamentary elections that were won by separatist parties, while the 
conservative Popular Party won only three seats and was surpassed by the hard right Vox Party. The three pro-
independence parties won over 50% of the vote and increased their majority in the legislature. How do the three 
pro-independence parties differ in their approach to a referendum on the liberation of the region? How did the 
Socialist Party do in this vote and how does the results compare to its standing in the national government?  
SEARCH TERMS: Spain AND Catalonia AND election  
 
HISTORY: Great Britain – Stonehenge Revelation 
TOPIC:  New research shows the smaller bluestones of Stonehenge originally stood in a circle in Wales and were 
moved to their current location overland. The remains of a standing circle were discovered near the quarries that 
the bluestone come from in Waun Mawn. How did the researchers discover the original location of the standing 
circle in Wales? Why do they think the stones were moved overland and what route did they take? 
SEARCH TERMS: Stonehenge AND bluestones 
 
HISTORY: Reparations 
TOPIC: President Biden has shown support for creating a commission to study the idea of offering reparations to 
African-Americans to compensate the U.S. history of slavery and racial prejudice.  What are some of the ideas 
that have been explored?  What are some of the complexities in considering different formats in which reparations 
can be paid out?  How does the U.S. history of slavery impact African American’s today? 
SEARCH TERMS: reparations AND (“African Americans” OR “Black Americans” OR “black people”) AND slavery 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Saudi Arabia – Khashoggi Death Report Released 
TOPIC: The Biden administration has declassified and publicly released the report by intelligence agencies into 
the murder of Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi.  It concluded that Saudi Crown Prince Muhammed 
Bin Salman probably approved of the action.  Who were the alleged killers and how are they connected to the 
Crown Prince?  What else in the report details the Prince’s involvement?  Does the Biden administration plan to 
take any action against the Crown Prince? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jamal Khashoggi” AND “Muhammed Bin Salman” 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Russia – Alexey Navalny Sentenced 
TOPIC: Dissident Alexey Navalny, who returned to Russia after recuperating in Germany, was picked up, 
sentenced and has been moved to an unnamed penal colony. What was Navalny accused of? How has the 
European Union responded to Navalny’s detainment? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Alexey Navalny” 
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CRIME AND LAW: Congress to Overhaul Cybersecurity 
TOPIC:  U.S. Congressional House and Senate panels are conducting an investigation on the extent of damage 
done by a massive Russian computer hack commonly known as SolarWinds.  SolarWinds, a software 
development company, was breached in a cybersecurity attack resulting in systems within the U.S. government 
being hacked. What has been discovered about the SolarWinds attack and what weaknesses does it show in our 
cyber-defenses? What agencies were compromised by the breach and how has President Biden prioritized 
improving cybersecurity in the U.S.? 
SEARCH TERMS: cybersecurity AND (Congress OR Biden) AND SolarWinds 
 
EDUCATION: Standardized Testing 
TOPIC: The U.S. Department of Education will be again requiring states to administer standardized achievement 
tests after the rule had been waived when schools closed due to COVID-19.  Why is it now starting up again? 
How have these reinstituted exams been made more flexible and what will be different in the accountability of the 
schools? 
SEARCH TERMS: "standardized achievement exams" AND "Department of Education" 
 
RELIGION: Southern Baptists and LGBTQ 
TOPIC:  The Southern Baptist Convention’s executive committee has voted to oust two churches due to their 
allowing LGBTQ people into their congregations.  How have these churches responded?  What is the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship and how does it differ from the Southern Baptist Convention?  What have been some conflicts 
between the Kentucky Baptist Convention and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship? 
SEARCH TERMS: ("Southern Baptist Convention" OR "Kentucky Baptist Convention") AND (LGBT OR LGBTQ) 
AND "Cooperative Baptist Fellowship" 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: South Africa – Human Rights Day 
TOPIC:  South Africa celebrates Human Rights Day every March 21st, the anniversary of the Sharpeville 
Massacre in 1960. It is a chance to remember the anti-apartheid struggle and to understand the freedoms 
guaranteed to all South Africans under its current constitution. What was being protested at the demonstrations 
that led to the Sharpeville Massacre and how was it seen around the world? What freedoms are enshrined in the 
South African Constitution? 
SEARCH TERMS: “South Africa” AND (“Human Rights Day” OR Sharpeville Massacre”) 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Immigration Reform 
TOPIC:  Congressional Democrats have presented legislation, supported by President Joe Biden that offers 
citizenship to over 11 million undocumented immigrants.  What qualifications do the Democrats require for 
undocumented immigrants to gain citizenship and how does their legislation differ from the policies of former 
president Donald Trump?  Which jobs deemed “essential work” during COVID-19 have large amounts of 
undocumented workers and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “immigration reform” AND Democrats AND Biden 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HEALTH  
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Texas Power Failures and Water Problems  
TOPIC:  A series of winter storms exacerbated by a polar vortex that brought record low temperatures across 
Texas have caused a crisis of power outages that have affected over 4.3 million homes and businesses.  How 
could Texas power suppliers have prepared better for the cold weather?  What is unique about Texas’s power 
grid compared to the other grids in the United States and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Texas OR Houston) AND (cold OR storm OR storms OR weather) AND (utilities OR turbines 
OR "natural gas" OR "gas lines") 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Worldwide – Man-made Ocean Noise’s Impact 
TOPIC:  A new study of the impact of man-made ocean noises shows how destructive and prevalent they are 
around the world. Many marine animals depend on the natural noises generated under the water to navigate or to 
communicate with others of their species. How did the authors utilize recent research to produce a synthesis that 
shows the worldwide impact of this noise? What can be done to mitigate some of the larger sources of this noise? 
SEARCH TERMS: oceans AND “man-made noises” or "anthropogenic noises" 
 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Vaccine Rollout 
TOPIC:  The worldwide rollout of vaccines continues, with Ghana receiving vaccines through the COVAX 
program set up by the United Nations. This program is meant to provide vaccines to poorer countries around the 
world. One problem is that richer countries have been placing massive orders with the vaccine manufacturers. 
What airline has partnered with the UN to help distribute the vaccines? What is one strategy to prevent the high-
income countries from monopolizing the supply of vaccines?  
SEARCH TERMS: (UN or" United Nations") and COVAX and vaccine 
 
HEALTH: Life Expectancy in U.S. Lowest in Fifteen Years 
TOPIC:  The U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC) has released a study finding that the life expectancy in the 
United States has fallen to its lowest point since 2006 due to the devastating impact of COVID-19.  What is the 
average life expectancy now and what was it in 2006?  What ethnic groups have been getting hit the hardest by 
COVID-19 and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Centers for Disease Control” AND study AND “life expectancy” and “15 years” AND ("U.S." 
OR "United States") 
 
SCIENCE: Film by Mars Rover 
TOPIC:  The Mars rover Perseverance has taken strong quality video of its descent and landing on Mars as well 
as video as it moves across the Mars landscape.  How does the video help viewers understand what the risks are 
to the rover in the landing process?  How does the video help with viewer understanding of how the rover 
operates in moving around once on the planet? 
SEARCH TERMS: (film OR video) AND Perseverance AND rover AND Mars 
 
SCIENCE: Mars – Triple Mission Accomplished 
TOPIC:  Three nations’ space missions to Mars have all arrived near the Red Planet. The United Arab Emirates, 
China, and the United States have all sent unmanned spacecrafts to Mars with different missions. What does 
each country hope to achieve? What are the names of the spacecraft and what were their individual flight paths to 
our neighboring planet? How long did it take them each to arrive? 
SEARCH TERMS: Mars AND (China OR UAE OR NASA) 
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TECHNOLOGY: Great Britain – Jaguar Brand Goes Electric  
TOPIC:  The car maker Jaguar Land Rover has set themselves the goal of producing only electric luxury vehicles 
by the year 2025. Land Rover hopes to have an electric model by 2024 and to eventually go completely electric. 
How does this move fit into the firm’s overall strategy for growth in the coming years? What brands are they 
positioning themselves to sell against and what market and competitors are they leaving in order to focus on the 
rollout of these new models? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jaguar Land Rover” AND “electric vehicles” 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Google Labor Union 
TOPIC: In a move that is rare in Silicon Valley, a group of workers at Google have formed the dues-paying 
Alphabet Workers Union, named after Google’s parent company.  What larger union will the Alphabet Workers 
Union be affiliated with and what advantages does this give them?  What are the workers in this new union asking 
for? 
SEARCH TERMS: Google AND “Alphabet Workers Union” 
 

SPORTS  
 
SPORTS:  Daytona 500 
TOPIC:  Michael McDowell has won the 2021 Daytona 500.  What have been the other major high points in 
Michael McDowell’s driving career and why was this win such an upset?  What racing series did the Daytona 500 
kick off? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Daytona 500” AND McDowell 
 
SPORTS: SheBelieves Cup 
TOPIC:  The SheBelieves Cup is an invitational soccer tournament played around different locations in the United 
States and is a competition between four different countries with the U.S. consistently in the tournament.  Who 
are the four countries competing in this year’s SheBelieves Cup and how are the countries picked?  What is the 
timeframe for this series of games and where are they being played? 
SEARCH TERMS: “SheBelieves Cup” 
 
SPORTS: Australia – Australian Open 
TOPIC:  This year’s tennis grand slams have begun with the Australian Open. Which players made the long trip to 
Melbourne and how did the coronavirus crisis impact their schedules? What were some of the better matches in 
the opening of the tournament and were there any notable upsets? Who competed in the finals of the tournament 
and what were their paths to playing in them? Who won the tournament? 
SEARCH TERMS: tennis AND “Australian Open” 
 
SPORTS: WWE Head Injury Lawsuit 
TOPIC:  Several former pro wrestlers are suing World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), in a case heading for the 
U.S. Supreme Court, claiming that they were not properly protected from head injuries.  How did lower courts 
respond to these lawsuits and what was their reasoning? What are the best arguments for each side in this case? 
SEARCH TERMS: “World Wrestling Entertainment” AND “Supreme Court” 
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SPORTS: New Zealand – Final Teams set 
TOPIC:  The Italian team Luna Rossa defeated the British team to win the right to challenge Team New Zealand 
in March for the America’s Cup, winning the Prada Cup seven races to one. Ineos Team UK was unable to handle 
conditions with light winds and fell behind early in the first-to-seven race format. Has Team New Zealand 
successfully defended the America’s Cup in the past? Has Italy won the Cup in the past? Has Great Britain ever 
won the Cup? 
SEARCH TERMS: “America’s Cup” 
 

ARTS AND LITERATURE  

 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Kelly Taxter 
TOPIC:  Kelly Taxter, who has established herself as a curator of contemporary art at the Jewish Museum in New 
York City, will be the director of the Parrish Art Museum in Water Mill, NY.  What is the exclusive focus of the 
Parrish Art Museum and who are some of the most prominent artists exhibited there? What were Taxter’s main 
accomplishments at the Jewish Museum? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Kelly Taxter" AND art AND (Parrish OR Jewish) 
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: France – Raymond Cauchetier 
TOPIC:  From 1959 through 1968 Raymond Cauchetier worded as an on-set photographer in the French film 
industry capturing photos from the making of several New Wave films. Including Jean-Luc Goddard’s Breathless 
and Francois Truffaut’s Jules and Jim.  Before that time he had been a war photographer in Vietnam, and after it 
he became known for his photographs of buildings and architecture, including a large series of photographs of 
Angkor Wat.  What was the French New Wave and how did its filmmaking techniques differ from those on 
traditional film making?  How did Cauchetier come to photograph these films and why did he stop doing them?  
What happened to his photographs of Angkor Wat? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Raymond Cauchetier” 
 
LITERATURE: Israel – Amos Oz Accused 
TOPIC:  The daughter of the late Israeli author Amos Oz has published a memoir that accuses him of abusing 
and humiliating her when she was growing up. Galia Oz’s siblings say that they remember their father in a 
different way. What type of works did Oz write and how well regarded was he during his lifetime? What were his 
most famous works? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Amos Oz” 
 
LITERATURE: Robert Elder’s Calhoun 
TOPIC: Calhoun: American Heretic is a biography by historian Robert Elder on the South Carolina politician and 
political theorist John C. Calhoun.  What political positions did John C. Calhoun hold and what were his political 
beliefs?  How did he help set the stage for the secession of the southern states that led to the Civil War?  What 
are the qualities of his book that are getting attention from the critics and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Robert Elder” AND Calhoun AND heretic 
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MOVIES AND TELEVISION: Golden Globe Awards 
TOPIC:  The historical drama about the British royal family, The Crown, was the big winner at this year’s Golden 
Globe Awards wit the period drama Queen’s Gambit and the sitcom Schitt’s Creek also doing well. Nomadland 
and Borat Subsequent Moviefilm were the major winners on the film side. What are the qualities in these films and 
television programs that impressed the critics and viewers?  What is the organization that selects the winners in 
the Golden Globes and what is its history? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Golden Globe Awards” OR “Golden Globes”) AND (“The Crown” OR “Queen’s Gambit” OR 
“Schitt’s Creek” OR Borat OR Nomadland) 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: France – Jean-Claude Carriere 
TOPIC:  Jean-Claude Carriere was a novelist and screenwriter. He worked with many of the great directors of the 
past 70 years, among them Jacques Tati and Luis Bunuel. What other directors worked with him on films? What 
Indian masterpiece did he turn into a stage work along with British director Peter Brooks? What are some of the 
films he helped create? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jean-Claude Carriere” 
 
MUSIC: France – A Band Breaks Up  
TOPIC:  Daft Punk, the electronica duo, released an enigmatic video that showed one member of the helmeted 
pair blowing up in the desert, followed by the dates 1993-2021. This has been interpreted to mean that they have 
dissolved their partnership. Who were the members of Daft Punk and with whom did they collaborate in the 2013 
song Get Lucky?  How did their music evolve over the years? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Daft Punk” 
 
MUSIC: Chick Corea 
TOPIC:  Jazz pianist and composer Chick Corea was, aside from establishing himself in other kinds of modern 
jazz, a key contributor to the inception the jazz-rock fusion movement with Miles Davis and later in forming the 
band Return to Forever.  What are some of his compositions that have become jazz standards?  What is jazz-
rock fusion, how did it develop and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Chick Corea” AND jazz 
 
PERFORMING ARTS: Great Britain – A Conductor Retires 
TOPIC:  British conductor Simon Rattle will step down from the London Symphony Orchestra in 2023, has 
already moved to Berlin to live with his wife and children, and will apply for German citizenship. He has also 
accepted a job with Munich’s Bavarian Radio symphony Orchestra. Is his move just another step in a conductor’s 
job-hopping life or is there something else going on? What is his connection to the Bavarian Radio Symphony? 
What other orchestras has he led in his career? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Simon Rattle” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS:  Douglas Turner Ward 
TOPIC:  Douglas Turner Ward was the founder and artistic director of the New York City-based Negro Ensemble 
Company as well as being a playwright, actor and director.  What is the Negro Ensemble Company and what is its 
focus as a theater company?  What are some early plays that Ward acted in and how was he received by the 
critics? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Douglas Turner Ward” AND theater 
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PEOPLE  
 
PEOPLE:  Rush Limbaugh 
TOPIC:  Rush Limbaugh was an influential conservative political commentator on radio, TV and as an author.  
How was he influential in the conservative movement, especially in the 1990s?  What were some of his main 
political positions and what was his reasoning for those positions? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Rush Limbaugh” AND conservative 
 
PEOPLE: Saudi Arabia – Sheik Yamani 
TOPIC:  Ahmed Zaki Yamani was the former oil minister of Saudi Arabia and its delegate to OPEC during the 
1970s and 1980s. He became known worldwide during the oil crisis of the 1970s, when Saudi Arabia limited its oil 
production in protest to U.S. support for Israel in the Yom Kippur War. In 1975, Yamani and other oil ministers 
were kidnapped at an OPEC meeting in Vienna by Carlos the Jackal and other terrorists. How did this boycott 
impact oil prices in the developed world and oil revenues in oil producing countries? Why did Carlos attack this 
meeting and how was this hostage situation resolved? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Ahmed Zaki Yamani” 
 
PEOPLE: Papua New Guinea – Michael Somare  
TOPIC:  Michael Somare was the first prime minister of Papua New Guinea after its independence from Australia.  
He served seventeen years in total as the leader of the country whose independence he helped secure. How did 
Somare help with the independence movement in PNG? How many terms did Somare have as prime minister 
and what were some of his notable accomplishments? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Michael Somare” 
 
PEOPLE:  Lawrence Ferlinghetti 
TOPIC:  Lawrence Ferlinghetti was a poet and activist identified with the San Francisco Beatnik movement as 
well as the founder of the famous City Lights Booksellers and Publishers.  What collection of his poems is he best 
known for and why was it celebrated by the critics? What are some of the books published by City Lights and 
what made the publishing company appealing to writers? 
SEARCH TERMS:  Lawrence Ferlinghetti” AND “City Lights Books” 
 
PEOPLE:  Hal Holbrook 
TOPIC: Hal Holbrook was a distinguished actor, writer and television director.  What famous American author did 
he receive acclaim for portraying in a one-man stage show?  What are some film roles that he was notable in? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Hal Holbrook” 
 
 


