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NEWSBANK HOT TOPICS 
May 2021 

 
CURRENT EVENTS 

 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Covid Vaccine Roll-out Continues 
TOPIC: In the last week of April, it was announced that one billion doses of vaccine against Covid-19 had been 
administrated around the world. While that is progress, it leaves a large part of the human population to be 
inoculated. What countries have vaccinated the greatest percentage of their citizens? How did those countries 
achieve this and are there similarities among their attempts? What nations are experiencing another surge of new 
cases? Are there also similarities among their problems? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) AND vaccine AND (rates OR percentage) 
 
ECONOMICS: Europe – Eurozone in Recession 
TOPIC:  The Eurozone shrank by 0.6% in the first quarter of 2021. It also shrank in the last quarter of 2020. This 
means it is in recession. Individual countries varied in their performance. What impact did the pandemic have on 
the various economies of Europe? Which countries did better than the Eurozone as a whole and which did 
worse? What were the reasons for countries doing better and did they differ from country to country?  
SEARCH TERMS: Europe AND recession  
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: President Biden’s First Address to Congress 
TOPIC: President Biden’s first address to a joint session of the U.S. Congress presented a lot of ambitious goals 
such as the American Jobs Plan, the American Families Plan, and the American Rescue Plan.  What have been 
the most positive expectations for these plans and what have been the biggest concerns and why?  What was 
historic about the presence of the Vice President and the U.S. Speaker of the House at this speech? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND “address to Congress” 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Great Britain – Race Relations Report 
TOPIC: Controversy arose after the independent Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities (CRED) released a 
report that claimed Britain was not an institutionally racist country. It also said that the twenty-four 
recommendations it was making would improve British society. What were some of the critic’s complaints about 
the report? How was it defended by other members of the commission? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities”  
 
EDUCATION: South Africa – Wildfire Burns University 
TOPIC:  The Table Mountain wildfire swept through the University of Cape Town and destroyed parts of its 
library. The library held thousands of artifacts from African history as part of its holdings, as well as a collection of 
African films. How extensive was the fire and how long did it take to get it under control? What other artifacts and 
writings were lost and what will their loss mean for African Studies? 
SEARCH TERMS: University of Cape Town” AND “Table Mountain” AND wildfire 
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TECHNOLOGY: China – Modular Space Station Launch 
TOPIC:  China has completed the first of eleven space launches that will assemble its first space station. When 
finished, it will be the size of either America’s Skylab or the Russian Mir. The first module to go into space is 
named Tianhe – Heavenly Harmony. China aims for the station to be complete in late 2022. How has the Chinese 
space program progressed since its first launch? How successful has it been in its missions?   What are some of 
the other Chinese space missions that are currently going on? 
SEARCH TERMS: “China National Space Administration” AND Tianhe 

 
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  

 
BUSINESS: Johnson & Johnson Vaccine 
TOPIC:  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC) has 
recommended that the temporary pause in use of the vaccine from Johnson & Johnson for COVID be lifted.  What 
was the reason a pause was imposed on this vaccine and why is it being lifted now?  What is the Dutch company 
that developed the vaccine and how does the relationship with Johnson & Johnson work? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“J&J” OR “Johnson & Johnson” OR “Johnson and Johnson”) AND vaccine AND (COVID OR 
“COVID-19” OR coronavirus) 
 
BUSINESS: Europe – Apple Charged with Anti-competitive Behavior 
TOPIC: The European Union competition regulator has charged Apple with anti-competitive behavior saying that 
its 30% fee on anything bought via its APP store hurts users of Spotify. How were Spotify’s users harmed by this 
fee? What was Apple’s defense? What did the EU say in its ruling? 
SEARCH TERMS: “European Union” AND Apple AND “App Store” 
 
BUSINESS: Facebook vs. Apple Ad Tracking 
TOPIC: Apple’s new iPhone update requires apps to ask the user’s permission to track their activities.  What were 
the objections that Facebook had with this change for the Apple iPhone?  What was the customer response to 
this change? 
SEARCH TERMS: Facebook AND (Apple OR iPhone) AND (“Ad tracking” OR “tracking ads”) AND iOS 
 
ECONOMICS: Union Task Force 
TOPIC:  President Biden is creating a task force to examine existing union policies in the federal government and 
explore ways that workers can have an easier time organizing and collective bargaining. What 1935 act was 
mentioned in his speech and what did he say about the implementation of this act? What are some ways he is 
looking to strengthen unions?  How do his plans impact non-government unions? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND “task force” AND (union OR unions OR unionize) 
 
ECONOMICS: Europe – Eurozone in Recession 
TOPIC:  The Eurozone shrank by 0.6% in the first quarter of 2021. It also shrank in the last quarter of 2020. This 
means it is in recession. Individual countries varied in their performance. What impact did the pandemic have on 
the various economies of Europe? Which countries did better than the Eurozone as a whole and which did 
worse? What were the reasons for countries doing better and did they differ from country to country?  
SEARCH TERMS: Europe AND recession  
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FINANCE: Minimum Wage for Federal Contractors 
TOPIC: President Biden has signed an executive order raising the minimum wage for federal contractors to $15 
per hour up from $10.95. How do jobs that receive tips factor into this new order and why? What did a study by 
the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) say would be a result of raising the minimum wage for federal 
contractors? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND contractors AND “minimum wage” 

 
CIVICS, GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: President Biden’s First Address to Congress 
TOPIC: President Biden’s first address to a joint session of the U.S. Congress presented a lot of ambitious goals 
such as the American Jobs Plan, the American Families Plan, and the American Rescue Plan.  What have been 
the most positive expectations for these plans and what have been the biggest concerns and why?  What was 
historic about the presence of the Vice President and the U.S. Speaker of the House at this speech? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND “address to Congress” 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Cuba – Castro Steps Down 
TOPIC: Raul Castro, the former president of Cuba, has stepped down from his post as first secretary of the 
Cuban Communist Party. A Castro has led Cuba or the party since 1959. When did he succeed his brother Fidel? 
What was his role in the Cuban government before he became president? Who has succeeded him in both roles? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Raul Castro” 
 
HISTORY: Turkey – Armenian Genocide 
TOPIC:  U.S. President Joe Biden has referred to the killings of Armenians during World War I as an act of 
genocide, a term that wasn’t invented until after World War II. Turkey has long denied committing genocide. How 
does Turkey resist this characterization of the violence against Armenians? What are the ramifications of 
superimposing the language of the present on the actions of the past? 
SEARCH TERMS: Turkey AND “Armenian genocide” 
 
HISTORY: Opening of WWI Memorial in Washington DC 
TOPIC: A memorial to the U.S. soldiers who died in World War I has opened in Washington DC.  Why did it take 
so long to build this memorial, who designed it and how does the design commemorate the soldiers of World War 
I? What were the circumstances that started the First World War and what are some ways in which the world was 
changed by that war?  Why was it referred to at the time as the “war to end all wars”? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“World War One” OR WW1 OR WWI OR “World War 1”) AND Memorial AND (DC OR “D.C.”) 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

CRIME AND LAW: Middle East – Execution Rates Decline, but Still Lead World 
TOPIC: Amnesty International has released a report of executions by country worldwide, and while executions 
have fallen worldwide, including in the Middle East, that region still holds the most executions. China is excluded 
from this list as the numbers executed are a state secret. Which Middle Eastern nation saw the biggest decline 
and what were the reasons for the decrease? Which country executed the most people and what crimes were 
being punished? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Amnesty International” AND executions AND “Middle East” 
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CRIME AND LAW: Number of Supreme Court Justices 
TOPIC:  An effort among some Democrats in Congress to expand the U.S. Supreme Court from nine to twelve 
judges has been highly controversial, even within the Democratic Party.  What is the reasoning behind the effort 
to expand the Supreme Court to nine judges?  What are the arguments against it?  What is the public opinion on 
this issue? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Supreme Court” AND (“expand the court” OR “pack the court” OR “Supreme Court 
expansion”) AND (nine OR 9) AND (twelve OR 12) AND (“Democratic Party” OR Democrats) 
 
EDUCATION: South Africa – Wildfire Burns University 
TOPIC:  The Table Mountain wildfire swept through the University of Cape Town and destroyed parts of its 
library. The library held thousands of artifacts from African history as part of its holdings, as well as a collection of 
African films. How extensive was the fire and how long did it take to get it under control? What other artifacts and 
writings were lost and what will their loss mean for African Studies? 
SEARCH TERMS: University of Cape Town” AND “Table Mountain” AND wildfire 
 
EDUCATION: Free Preschool and Community College 
TOPIC: President Biden is proposing free preschool and community college.  How much will the president’s plan 
cost and how will it be paid for?  What are other details of the “American Families Plan”? What states offer free 
community college and how do their plans work? 
SEARCH TERMS: Biden AND (preschool OR “community college) AND “American Families Plan” 
 
RELIGION: Israel – Mount Maron Tragedy 
TOPIC:  Tens of thousands of mostly Orthodox Jewish people attended the Lag B’Omer ceremonies near the 
tomb of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai on the anniversary of his death.  At one point people panicked in a crowded 
passage way, some fell on the walkway and a deadly crush ensued.  Around 150 people were injured; 45 have 
died.  What other event is celebrated at Lag B’Omer besides the life of Rabbi Bar Yochai?  Where else is Lag 
B’Omer celebrated?  What are the normal ceremonies during this event at Mount Maron? 
SEARCH TERMS: Israel AND “Lag B’Omer” 
 
RELIGION: Religion and the Vaccine 
TOPIC:  The Connecticut state legislature has passed a bill that would rescind the rights of religious exemptions 
for school vaccines.  What are the most compelling arguments for and against this exemption? What are the non-
ideological concerns voiced by those opposed to the vaccine and what, of those concerns, any been 
substantiated? 
SEARCH TERMS: (religion OR religious) AND (school OR schools) AND vaccine AND Connecticut AND (exempt 
OR exemption) 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Great Britain – Race Relations Report 
TOPIC: Controversy arose after the independent Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities (CRED) released a 
report that claimed Britain was not an institutionally racist country. It also said that the twenty-four 
recommendations it was making would improve British society. What were some of the critic’s complaints about 
the report? How was it defended by other members of the commission? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Commission on Race and Ethnic Disparities”  
 
 
 



 

 
NewsBank • 5801 Pelican Bay Boulevard, Naples, FL 34108 • (800) 762.8182 

 

 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Arizona and Oklahoma Abortion Restrictions 
TOPIC:  The states of Oklahoma and Arizona have both passed restrictive abortion laws.  What are the specific 
restrictions each state is putting on abortion and why?  What spurred these states to pass these laws now? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Arizona OR Oklahoma) AND abortion 

 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HEALTH  

 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Earth Day 
TOPIC:  The United States first observance of Earth Day was in 1970. What were the events leading up to Earth 
Day and how was it created?  What members of the House of Representatives that were running for reelection in 
1970 were called The Dirty Dozen and why? How did students in Michigan, New York City and Philadelphia help 
draw attention to Earth Day? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Earth Day” AND 1970 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Canada – Logging Protests Decried 
TOPIC: Non-indigenous protesters have been asked to leave the lands of the Pacheedaht First Nation, where 
they are blocking roads to prevent the logging of old growth forests. The tribe’s leader has written the protesters, 
who call themselves the Rainforest Flying Squad and who are supported by another tribal elder. A recent court 
ruling has placed an injunction against the protesters allowing them to be arrested. What are the competing 
claims of the two tribal leaders? What are the tribe’s plans for the forest on their lands?  
SEARCH TERMS: Pacheedaht AND logging 
 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Covid Vaccine Roll-out Continues 
TOPIC: In the last week of April, it was announced that one billion doses of vaccine against Covid-19 had been 
administrated around the world. While that is progress, it leaves a large part of the human population to be 
inoculated. What countries have vaccinated the greatest percentage of their citizens? How did those countries 
achieve this and are there similarities among their attempts? What nations are experiencing another surge of new 
cases? Are there also similarities among their problems? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) AND vaccine AND (rates OR percentage) 
 
HEALTH: Long-term COVID Impact 
TOPIC:  A study printed in the journal Nature studied over 73,000 non-hospitalized COVID patients from the 
Veterans Affairs Health System and discovered that even with mild cases, COVID caused recurring health 
problems after recovery.  How do these findings corroborate with other findings done in medical research showing 
long-term damage left by even mild COVID cases?  What kind of scar tissue does COVID leave on the lungs?  
SEARCH TERMS: (COVID OR “COVID-19” OR coronavirus) AND “Veterans Affairs Health System” AND Nature 
AND study 
 
HEALTH: Africa – Malaria Vaccine in Sight 
TOPIC:  A study in Burkina Faso of an Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine against malaria has revealed that the drug is 
77% effective. The next highest vaccine is merely 50% effective. How big of a menace is malaria in Africa? How 
many people contract it in a year and how many of those die from it? How is this vaccine like AstraZeneca’s 
Covid-19 vaccine? 
SEARCH TERMS: Africa AND AstraZeneca AND malaria NOT Covid 
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SCIENCE: SpaceX Crew Dragon Splashdown 
TOPIC:  SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule has returned four astronauts to Earth after SpaceX’s successful long-
duration flight.  How does this flight advance the concept of space travel?  What are some technical advances of 
SpaceX’s design that were used in this flight?  What was the joke about frequent flier miles made by the SpaceX’s 
capsule communicator to the astronauts upon their landing? 
SEARCH TERMS: SpaceX AND “Crew Dragon” AND NASA 
 
SCIENCE: Worldwide – Glaciers Rate of Shrinkage Studied 
TOPIC: A new study suggests that all the glaciers in the world lost an average of 267 million tons of ice a year 
between the years of 2000 to 2019. This amount of water could cover a country the size of Switzerland. The rate 
of shrinkage almost doubled during the same time frame. How did the scientists involved come up with their 
figures? Are some glaciers melting faster than others and, if so, where are those glaciers located? What impact 
will smaller glaciers have on sea levels and on access to drinking water? 
SEARCH TERMS: glaciers AND (shrinkage or melting) 
 
SCIENCE: Ingenuity Mars Helicopter 
TOPIC:  NASA has successfully launched the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter as the first controlled flight of an aircraft 
on a foreign planet.  How does the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter work?  What interesting artifact from U.S. history of 
flight has been built into this helicopter? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Ingenuity Mars Helicopter” 
 
TECHNOLOGY: China – Modular Space Station Launch 
TOPIC:  China has completed the first of eleven space launches that will assemble its first space station. When 
finished, it will be the size of either America’s Skylab or the Russian Mir. The first module to go into space is 
named Tianhe – Heavenly Harmony. China aims for the station to be complete in late 2022. How has the Chinese 
space program progressed since its first launch? How successful has it been in its missions?   What are some of 
the other Chinese space missions that are currently going on? 
SEARCH TERMS: “China National Space Administration” AND Tianhe 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Google Wins Copyright Case 
TOPIC: The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that Google has not violated a copyright law in its use of Oracle’s 
Java computer programming code to build a new software platform for its Android devices.  What was the court’s 
reasoning in this ruling and what was the dissenting opinion? What is the history of the “fair use” exception is 
cases concerning computer software? 
SEARCH TERMS: Google AND Oracle AND copyright AND “Supreme Court” AND “fair use” 

 
SPORTS  

 
SPORTS: Kentucky Derby 
TOPIC:  Racehorse Medina Spirit was the winner of this year’s Kentucky Derby.  What horse was favored to win, 
and what was the dynamic between the leading horses?  Who was the trainer of Medina Spirit, what legacy does 
he hold at the Kentucky Derby and what are his training tactics?  Who was the jockey and what are his strengths? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Kentucky Derby” AND “Medina Spirit” 
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SPORTS: Europe – European Super League 
TOPIC:  Six teams from England and three each from Spain and Italy announced that they were forming a 
European Super League. Their managers, players and fans were unaware of these plans and all groups pushed 
back against them, as did FIFA and UEFA, whose Champions League was threatened by them. What aspect of 
football did the founding teams hope to insure themselves against? How did the national football associations 
react to this news? When did some of the founding teams decide to bail on this effort and which teams went first? 
What problems within European football did the teams claim the new league would solve? 
SEARCH TERMS: “European Super League” 
 
SPORTS:  Masters Golf Tournament 
TOPIC:  Hideki Matsuyama has become the first Japanese male golfer to win the Masters Tournament.  How did 
the Augusta National Golf Club adjust the tournament to keep people safe from the COVID-19 pandemic? What 
were some of Matsuyama’s most exciting shots?  Who was the runner up in this close contest? 
SEARCH TERMS: Masters AND Augusta AND Matsuyama AND golf 
 
SPORTS: Paige Bueckers 
TOPIC:  The star guard for the UCONN Huskies has become the first freshman to win a Wooden Award for 
women’s basketball.  What historic sweep of awards has she claimed and what are her key strengths as a 
basketball player?  What have been some of the most impressive plays in her career? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Paige Bueckers” AND basketball 
 
SPORTS: Great Britain – Blackmore Wins the Grand National Steeplechase 
TOPIC:  Rachael Blackmore has become the first female jockey to win the prestigious Grand National 
steeplechase race. Although the race has been run since 1839, women were allowed to participate since 1975. 
How do steeplechase races differ from racing on the flat? What is distinctive about this race course? What other 
women have raced and how have they fared? What other accomplishments has Blackmore achieved this year? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Rachael Blackmore” AND “Grand National” 
 
SPORTS: Canada – Grand Prix Cancelled 
TOPIC:  The 2021 Canadian Grand prix has been cancelled for the second year in a row. It will be replaced by an 
event in Turkey, but Formula One has extended agreement to hold a race in Montreal for two more years, 2030 
and 2031. Why was the race cancelled, while other races in this year’s competition have been able to go ahead? 
What is unique about the race course in Montreal?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Canadian Grand Prix” AND Montreal 
 
SPORTS: Russell Westbrook 
TOPIC:  Washington Wizards point guard Russell Westbrook has broken Wilt Chamberlain’s 1968 record for most 
triple-doubles in a month.  What is a triple double?  What are the major strengths in Westbrook’s playing? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Russell Westbrook” AND Wizards AND (“triple-double” OR “triple-doubles”) 
 
SPORTS: NCAA Basketball Championship 
TOPIC:  The Baylor Bears defeated the Gonzaga Bulldogs to win the NCAA Division 1 Men’s Basketball 
Championship.  Who were the best players in the game and what were the most exciting plays? What was 
impressive about Gonzaga’s record this season?  What are the major strengths and weaknesses of each team 
and what are some examples of this seen during the game? 
SEARCH TERMS: Baylor AND Gonzaga AND basketball AND championship 
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SPORTS: NCAA Women’s Basketball Championship 
TOPIC:  The Stanford Cardinal have defeated the Arizona Wildcats to win the NCAA Division 1 Women’s 
Basketball Championships. What was notable and novel about this year’s NCAA basketball tournament?  Who 
were the key players and why? What were the major strengths and weakness of each team during the 
championship game? 
SEARCH TERMS: Stanford AND Arizona AND women’s AND basketball AND championship 

 
ARTS AND LITERATURE  

 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Great Britain/Nigeria – Benin Bronzes to Be Returned 
TOPIC:  The Horniman Museum of London has announced that it will repatriate several Bronzes to Nigeria, 
where they will join the Edo Museum of West African Art, which will open in 2025. The museum has adopted a 
policy of deaccessioning artifacts obtained by force or duress, and will allow the countries that the works 
originated from to apply to get them back. What law prevents national museums in Great Britain from doing the 
same and why does it not apply to the Horniman? Why are Benin Bronzes so prized by collectors and museums 
and is Nigeria right to try to get them returned? What has Germany recently announced about its Benin Bronzes? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Horniman Museum” OR “Benin Bronzes” 
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Dawoud Bey 
TOPIC:  The Whitney Museum in New York City is exhibiting the photographs of Dawoud Bey who is known for 
his street portraits and daily-life portraits of, often young, African-Americans.  How does he set up his 
photographs and what do they communicate?  What is the Birmingham Project that he worked on and how is its 
significance to humanity and to history communicated in the work? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Dawoud Bey” AND photography 
 
LITERATURE: National Poetry Month 
TOPIC: The first National Poetry Month, held in April 1996, was created by the Academy of American Poets after 
being inspired by Black History Month and Women’s History Month. Who are some of the great American poets 
historically and currently and why are they great? Who is the current U.S. Poet Laureate, how is she a pioneer 
and what are the qualities in her poetry that have impressed the critics and her readers? What new young poet 
impressed her audience at President Biden’s inauguration? 
SEARCH TERMS: “National Poetry Month” OR “Joy Harjo” OR “Amanda Gorman” 
 
LITERATURE: Great Britain – International Booker Prize 
TOPIC:  The shortlist for the International Booker Prize has been announced. This is a prize shared by the 
authors and their translators into English. This year’s authors come from Europe and Latin America. What books 
made the shortlist? What popular authors from the longlist did not make the cut? Which books sound the most 
interesting to you? 
SEARCH TERMS: “International Booker Prize” 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: Great Britain – Bafta Film Awards  
TOPIC:  The 2021 Bafta Film Awards were awarded shortly before the Oscars. The Bafta TV Award nominees 
have recently been announced.  How large was the overlap between the nominees of the two film awards? How 
large was the overlap among the winners of these awards?  
SEARCH TERMS: “2021 Bafta Film Awards” 
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MOVIES AND TELEVISION: The Oscars 
TOPIC:  Nomadland and The Father were big winning films at this year’s Academy Awards.  What were the 
qualities in these films that impressed the critics and audiences and why? What film won best documentary and 
why has it been such a surprise hit? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Academy Awards” OR “the Oscars” 
 
MUSIC: Academy of Country Music Awards 
TOPIC:  The song I Hope Your Happy New by Carly Pearce and Lee Brice was a big winner at this year’s 
Academy of Country Music Awards and Luke Bryan, Chris Stapleton, Maren Morris and Thomas Rhett also won 
important awards.  What were the qualities of the work of these artists that impressed the critics and their fans?  
What are some ways the Academy of Country Music showcased inclusion in the awards show? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Academy of Country Music Awards” 
 
MUSIC: Australia – Twisted Sister Suit Resolved 
TOPIC:  Australian politician and businessman Clive Palmer has been ordered to pay Twisted Sister’s record 
label over one million dollars for his use of the band’s song We’re Not Gonna Take It with rewritten lyrics in 2019’s 
election. The court held that this was copyright infringement as he didn’t have the permission of the copyright 
holders. What was Palmer’s business career? What office was he running for and how did the rewritten lyrics 
feature in his campaign? Did he win re-election?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Clive Palmer” AND “Twisted Sister” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS:  Taxilandia 
TOPIC:  The play Taxilandia by Modesto Flako Jimenez of the Oye Group production company is a unique 
experience that is based on Modesto Jimenez's background as a cab driver and also his neighborhood of 
Bushwick in Brooklyn, New York.  How is this play presented to its audience and how does Jimenez use his past 
to create the play?  What are the various art forms that he works in and what are some other works of his? 
 SEARCH TERMS: Modesto AND Jimenez AND Taxilandia 

 
PEOPLE  

 
PEOPLE:  Walter Mondale 
TOPIC:  Walter Mondale was a Minnesota senator, Ambassador to Japan, Vice President of the United States 
and one-time Democratic candidate for President of the United States. What are some ways that he transformed 
the role of the U.S. Vice President? What were some of his major accomplishments as a Senator and as the 
Ambassador to Japan? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Walter Mondale” AND “Vice President” 
 
PEOPLE: Japan – Isamu Akasaki  
TOPIC:  Isamu Akasaki was one of the inventors of blue light-emitting diodes (LEDs) and shared the 2014 Nobel 
Prize in Physics with his co-inventors, Hiroshi Amano and Shuji Nakamura. Red and Green LEDs were already 
invented, but the blue version could produce white light. How did Akasaki and his co-inventors create blue LEDs? 
How prevalent have LEDs become in the world? What prize did Akasaki share this past February? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Isamu Akasaki” 
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PEOPLE:  Astronaut Michael Collins 
TOPIC:  Astronaut Michael Collins was on Apollo 11, the first space flight to make a moon landing in 1969. What 
was his role on the mission while his crewmates were walking on the moon? What was Collins’ first spaceflight 
and what was his role on that flight? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Michael Collins” AND astronaut 
 
PEOPLE: South Africa – Queen Shiyiwe Mantfombi Dlamini Zulu 
TOPIC:  Queen Shiyiwe Mantfombi Dlamini Zulu succeeded to the role of traditional leader of the Zulu following 
the death of her husband, King Goodwill Zwelithini. The Zulu are the largest ethnic group in South Africa. She was 
Zwelithini’s great wife, which means one of their children will succeed her. What African royal family did she 
belong to and what country does her brother rule? What role does the Zulu royal family play amongst their 
peoples? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Queen Shiyiwe Mantfombi Dlamini” 
 
PEOPLE: Chad – Idriss Deby Itno 
TOPIC:  Idriss Deby Itno was leading troops into battle against rebel forces. He seized power in 1990 and held 
onto it until his death. What was his career before he became president? How did he maintain power and what 
were the various attempts to overthrow him? What did other African leaders say about him after his death? Who 
is supposed to rule Chad for the next eighteen months? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Idriss Deby” 
 
PEOPLE:  Bernie Madoff 
TOPIC: Bernie Madoff was a financier who was indicted for running the largest Ponzi scheme in history.  What is 
a Ponzi scheme and how did he design his Ponzi scheme?  How was the scheme exposed? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Bernie Madoff” AND Ponzi 
 
PEOPLE:  DMX 
TOPIC: Rapper DMX was a major hip-hop star whose peak of fame was in the 1990s and 2000s and the first 
recording artist to debut albums at the top of the chart five times in a row.  What are some of his most celebrated 
albums and songs and why?  What reality show did he star in and what did it reveal about the artist? 
SEARCH TERMS: DMX AND (rap OR rapper OR hip-hop) 

 
 
 
 


