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NEWSBANK HOT TOPICS 
July 2021 

 
CURRENT EVENTS 

 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Delta Variant Drives Global Surge of Cases  
TOPIC: Countries all around the world, including the United States, have seen more cases of Covid-19, with the 
highly transmissible Delta variant being a cause. This is happening in countries that have a high percentage of 
their population fully vaccinated, as well as in countries whose vaccine programs are not as advanced. What 
makes the Delta variant more likely to spread? How do the existing vaccines hold up to this and other variants? 
Are some vaccines more effective against variants of Covid-19? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) and ‘Delta variant” 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Japan – Nuclear Reactor Restarted 
TOPIC: Kansai Electric Power Co. has restarted the Mihama No. 3 nuclear reactor, which was shut down 
following the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. This is to help the country meet carbon emissions reduction 
goals. What was the 2011 event and what initiated it? What problems did Mihama No. 3 have in 2004? Does the 
company plan on restarting other aging nuclear reactors? 
SEARCH TERMS: Japan AND “Kansai Electric Power Co.” AND “Mihama No. 3” 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Voting Rights Bill 
TOPIC: A voting-rights bill by the Democratic Party called the “For the People Act” has been successfully 
filibustered by the Republican Party in the U.S. Senate.  What key rights are sought in the “For the People Act?” 
What are the main points of disagreement between the Republicans and Democrats regarding this legislation?  
What will be the next step for the Democrats to try to pass this measure?  
SEARCH TERMS: (“voting rights” OR “For the People Act”) AND (bill OR legislation) 
 
BUSINESS: Chip Shortage for Automakers 
TOPIC: As COVID winds down, the economic recovery for the U.S. auto industry has been slowed by a shortage 
of computer chips.  What kind of chips are these and how do they work in cars? What is causing this shortage 
and what is being done to try to fix this problem? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“automobile industry” OR automakers OR “automotive industry”) AND chips  
 
CRIME AND LAW: South Africa/United Arab Emirates -- Extradition Treaty 
TOPIC:  South Africa and the UAE have finalized an extradition treaty. South Africa is interested in bringing back 
the Gupta brothers Ajay, Atul and Rajesh. The brothers are thought to have fled to Dubai around the time former 
president Jacob Zuma left office. They are thought to have corrupted officials in South Africa. What are they 
thought to have done? What businesses were they in South Africa? What was their relationship with Zuma? 
SEARCH TERMS: South Africa AND (United Arab Emirates OR UAE) 
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EDUCATION: Critical Race Theory 
TOPIC: A debate is going on regarding how to teach American history in a way that accurately portrays how legal 
and societal constructs dealt with different races and at the heart of this debate is an approach called “critical race 
theory”.  What is critical race theory and what are the arguments for and against using it to teach American 
history? How have different states dealt with this theory?  
SEARCH TERMS: “critical race theory” AND (school OR schools OR education OR curriculum) AND (state or 
states) 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Florida Condominium Collapse 
TOPIC:  The Champlain Towers South Condominium in the Miami suburb of Surfside suffered a devastating and 
unexpected collapse with over 150 people either dead, injured or missing as rescue worker continue to sift 
through the dangerous rubble trying to find and identify bodies.  What concerns had inspectors shared about the 
building’s condition before this collapse and what was the response to their concerns?  What difficulties and 
dangers are the rescue workers facing as they look for people in the rubble and how are they adapting their 
procedures to ensure safety?  How have Miami Mayor Cava and other government officials responded in 
checking the safety of other buildings after this collapse? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Champlain Towers” AND Surfside 
 
EDUCATION: United Kingdom – Oxford University Stops Printing Press 
TOPIC: Oxford University will be shutting down its printing operation, which was recognized by royal decree in 
1586. They had outsourced the printing of books from the Oxford University Press some years ago. When did 
printing first take place in the town of Oxford? Why is the university shutting down its final printing operation?  
SEARCH TERMS: Oxuniprint 

 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  
 
BUSINESS: American Airlines Canceling Flights 
TOPIC:  American Airlines has canceled hundreds of flights for the summer due to several reasons.  What are 
these reasons and what is American Airlines doing to better the situation? How have these same issues impacted 
other airlines and why was American hit so hard? 
SEARCH TERMS: "American Airlines" AND (cancel OR canceling OR canceled) AND flights AND (labor OR 
schedule OR summer) 
 
BUSINESS: Chip Shortage for Automakers 
TOPIC: As COVID winds down, the economic recovery for the U.S. auto industry has been slowed by a shortage 
of computer chips.  What kind of chips are these and how do they work in cars? What is causing this shortage 
and what is being done to try to fix this problem? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“automobile industry” OR automakers OR “automotive industry”) AND chips  
 
BUSINESS: Worldwide – Merchant Shipping 
TOPIC:  Seamen on merchant marine vessels are under harsh conditions as fear of Covid-19 has led many ports 
to deny them the ability to get off their boats and return home or get new jobs. Some can’t leave their homes to 
get to their ships. It is thought that around 7% of all seamen are affected by travel restrictions. How much of the 
world’s shipping is done via ships? What regions of the world have the harshest travel restrictions, and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: (seafarers or “merchant marine”) AND “travel restrictions” 
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BUSINESS: Trump Organization 
TOPIC: The Trump Organization, headed by former President Donald Trump, is being investigated by the state of 
New York for perks it illegally gave to employees. What are the specifics of the evidence that spurred this 
investigation? What is the Trump Organization claiming in its defense? What arrest has been made and on what 
charge? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Trump Organization” AND “New York” AND investigation AND Vance 
 
ECONOMICS: Developed World – Inflation Fears 
TOPIC:  In countries that are slowly re-opening from Covid-19 lockdowns and restrictions, it is thought that pent-
up consumer demand and the need to increase salaries and wages to attract new hires could very well lead to 
inflation. Is this a reasonable assumption or have economies changed enough to resist this outcome? What do 
critics of those who think inflation is likely say? Whose arguments make the most sense? 
SEARCH TERMS: inflation AND re-opening 
 
ECONOMICS: Regulation of Technology Companies 
TOPIC:  Congress has introduced five bills that would target major technology companies like Amazon, Apple, 
Facebook and Google for regulation.  What kind of regulations are in these bills and how would it impact these 
companies?  Why were these bills introduced and why do they have bipartisan support? What dismissal has been 
made in this case? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Big Tech” AND Congress AND (bills OR legislation) AND Congress 
 
FINANCE: Eviction Ban Extended 
TOPIC: The Biden Administration has extended its ban on evictions for an extra month.  Why has there been a 
ban on evictions and why is it being extended?  What have been the arguments on realtors and landlords to this 
ban? Why is there concern about a ban being lifted now? 
SEARCH TERMS: (evictions OR eviction) AND (extension OR extended OR extend) AND ban AND Biden 
 

CIVICS, GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Israel – A New Coalition Takes Over 
TOPIC: After holding four elections in two years, Benjamin Netanyahu was unable to form a new government and 
has been replaced by Naftali Bennett. Bennett leads the Yamina Party. Who are the others on this coalition? How 
strong does the new coalitions seem to be? What legal issues does Netanyahu, now leader of the opposition, 
face?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Naftali Bennett” AND “Yamina Party” 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Voting Rights Bill 
TOPIC: A voting-rights bill by the Democratic Party called the “For the People Act” has been successfully 
filibustered by the Republican Party in the U.S. Senate.  What key rights are sought in the “For the People Act?” 
What are the main points of disagreement between the Republicans and Democrats regarding this legislation?  
What will be the next step for the Democrats to try to pass this measure?  
SEARCH TERMS: (“voting rights” OR “For the People Act”) AND (bill OR legislation) 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Infrastructure Deal 
TOPIC: The Biden Administration has announced it has made a deal with the Republican leadership in Congress 
to rebuild the nation’s infrastructure.  What are the main areas of infrastructure that are to be prioritized and why? 
What gaff did the president make at the press conference that impacted the deal’s success?  What were the most 
contentious parts of the deal and where was there most agreement? 
SEARCH TERMS: infrastructure AND Biden AND (Republican OR GOP OR Republicans) 
 
HISTORY: Juneteenth 
TOPIC: President Biden has signed legislation making Juneteenth a federal holiday to commemorate the 
emancipation of the slaves in the United States.  What day is Juneteenth celebrated and why?  What is the 
history of Juneteenth and how did it get its name? 
SEARCH TERMS: Juneteenth 
 
HISTORY: China – Communist Party Anniversary 
TOPIC:  July 1st marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Chinese Communist Party. Its first national 
conference was held on July 23, 1921. Who founded the party and who were members of that first National 
Conference? How did the party come to power in China and how long ago was that? What individuals have led 
China since the party took power and what were some of the ways their policies differed from one another? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Chinese Communist Party” AND anniversary 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
CRIME AND LAW: South Africa – Zuma Sentenced to Jail 
TOPIC:  Former president Jacob Zuma has been sentenced to fifteen months in jail for contempt of court for 
refusing to show up and testify at the Zondo Commission. The Zondo Commission is looking into alleged 
corruption during Zuma’s administration. How did Zuma avoid going before the commission? Has he been to trial 
for any of the charges against him?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Jacob Zuma” AND “contempt of court” 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Crime Rate 
TOPIC:  As the rate of violent crime goes up in cities across the United States, politicians are paying increasingly 
more attention to it as a political issue.  How has President Biden addressed the growing crime rate, who are 
some of the politicians that have made it a central issue and how are they proposing to address it?  Why is the 
crime rate going up?  What are some ideas that have worked in the past in bringing crime down and how would 
they work today? What are some factors in the crime wave in Portland, Oregon? 
SEARCH TERMS: crime AND (violent OR violence) AND rate AND cities AND Biden 
 
CRIME AND LAW: South Africa/United Arab Emirates -- Extradition Treaty 
TOPIC:  South Africa and the UAE have finalized an extradition treaty. South Africa is interested in bringing back 
the Gupta brothers Ajay, Atul and Rajesh. The brothers are thought to have fled to Dubai around the time former 
president Jacob Zuma left office. They are thought to have corrupted officials in South Africa. What are they 
thought to have done? What businesses were they in South Africa? What was their relationship with Zuma? 
SEARCH TERMS: South Africa AND (United Arab Emirates OR UAE) 
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EDUCATION: Critical Race Theory 
TOPIC: A debate is going on regarding how to teach American history in a way that accurately portrays how legal 
and societal constructs dealt with different races and at the heart of this debate is an approach called “critical race 
theory”.  What is critical race theory and what are the arguments for and against using it to teach American 
history? How have different states dealt with this theory?  
SEARCH TERMS: “critical race theory” AND (school OR schools OR education OR curriculum) AND (state or 
states) 
 
EDUCATION: United Kingdom – Oxford University Stops Printing Press 
TOPIC: Oxford University will be shutting down its printing operation, which was recognized by royal decree in 
1586. They had outsourced the printing of books from the Oxford University Press some years ago. When did 
printing first take place in the town of Oxford? Why is the university shutting down its final printing operation?  
SEARCH TERMS: Oxuniprint 
 
RELIGION: Southern Baptist Convention  
TOPIC:  The Southern Baptist Convention held its annual meeting in Nashville this year and although the political 
and theological conservatism that has been a hallmark of this religious group remained, there were divisions as 
the members voted for leaders and resolutions.  What were some issues voted on and what was the reasoning 
behind different views on these issues?  Who was elected new leader of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Southern Baptist Convention” AND Nashville AND (resolution OR resolutions) 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Florida Condominium Collapse 
TOPIC:  The Champlain Towers South Condominium in the Miami suburb of Surfside suffered a devastating and 
unexpected collapse with over 150 people either dead, injured or missing as rescue worker continue to sift 
through the dangerous rubble trying to find and identify bodies.  What concerns had inspectors shared about the 
building’s condition before this collapse and what was the response to their concerns?  What difficulties and 
dangers are the rescue workers facing as they look for people in the rubble and how are they adapting their 
procedures to ensure safety?  How have Miami Mayor Cava and other government officials responded in 
checking the safety of other buildings after this collapse? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Champlain Towers” AND Surfside 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Canada – More Unmarked Graves at Different Residential School 
TOPIC:  An investigation at a residential school in Saskatchewan has found 751 graves at the site of the former 
Marieval Indian Residential School. This is about a month after 251 graves were found at a school in Kamloops, 
British Columbia. How has the indigenous community reacted to this discovery? How has the provincial 
government reacted? What was the purpose of the residential schools? 
SEARCH TERMS: Saskatchewan AND “residential schools” AND graves 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: LGBT Pride Month 
TOPIC:  LGBT Pride Month is set in the month of June in commemoration of the Stonewall Inn uprising in June of 
1969 that many consider the start of the gay rights movement in the United States.  How has the gay rights 
movement grown and changed since 1969?  What are some ways the gay rights movement has expanded to 
include gender identity and other defining factors of sexual and gender individuality? 
SEARCH TERMS: (LGBT OR LGBTQ OR “gay rights”) AND pride 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HEALTH  
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Australia – Mice Plague 
TOPIC:  An explosion in the population of mice in Eastern Australia has left farmers reeling from the loss of crops. 
It caused a prison to be closed and its inmates moved so the building could be cleaned up. What circumstances 
led to this population growth? How can this population be controlled? What extermination methods are considered 
too extreme to use in human populated-areas? 
SEARCH TERMS: Australia AND “mice plague” 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Western Heatwave and Drought 
TOPIC:  The Northwest is experiencing a dangerous heatwave and the Northeast is seeing unusually high 
temperatures as well.  What is a heat dome and how does it work?  How is the Pacific Northwest region 
responding to the levels of heat? 
SEARCH TERMS: (heatwave OR “heat wave” OR drought) AND (California OR Oregon OR Washington OR 
Northwest OR Northeast) 
 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Delta Variant Drives Global Surge of Cases  
TOPIC: Countries all around the world, including the United States, have seen more cases of Covid-19, with the 
highly transmissible Delta variant being a cause. This is happening in countries that have a high percentage of 
their population fully vaccinated, as well as in countries whose vaccine programs are not as advanced. What 
makes the Delta variant more likely to spread? How do the existing vaccines hold up to this and other variants? 
Are some vaccines more effective against variants of Covid-19? 
SEARCH TERMS: (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) and ‘Delta variant” 
 
HEALTH: Supreme Court and Obamacare 
TOPIC:  The U.S. Supreme Court has dismissed a Texas challenge to the Affordable Care Act (ACA). What was 
the case being made against the ACA and why?  What was the statement made by the court in support of its 7-2 
ruling in favor of the ACA? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Supreme Court” AND (Obamacare OR “Affordable Care Act”) 
 
SCIENCE: Ganymede 
TOPIC:  NASA’s Juno spacecraft has taken the best photos yet of Ganymede, a moon of Jupiter and the largest 
moon in our solar system. What are some other qualities of Ganymede and why are they important to know? How 
does the Juno spacecraft take and send these photos back to Earth and how are these photos analyzed?   
SEARCH TERMS: NASA AND Juno AND Ganymede AND Jupiter 
 
SCIENCE: China – Have We Gained a New Cousin 
TOPIC: A worker on a bridge construction site found a skull that was complete except for its jaw. He hid it from 
the Japanese, who at that point ruled over parts of China, by wrapping it and putting it in the bottom of his well. 
He told his family about it before his death and they gave it to a local university museum. Having studied it, they 
say it is a new species of hominid. They have nicknamed it Dragon Man, after the region it was discovered in. 
How have the researchers placed this species into our human heritage? What other hominids were around when 
this individual lived? What have they named this new find and is it consistent with accepted naming standards? 
What other discovery of early man was announced in Israel recently? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Dragon Man” 
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TECHNOLOGY: Outer Space – Chinese Space Station Gets First Inhabitants 
TOPIC: Chinese astronauts have begun their 3-month stay at the space station Tianhe. The three will perform 
experiments and prep the station for other modules that will be arriving later this year. Who are the three 
astronauts and what have they done in space before this? How long did their trip to the station take? What have 
been some of the other recent Chinese accomplishments in space? 
SEARCH TERMS: Tianhe AND “space station” 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Ransomware Attacks 
TOPIC: The United States is treating the threat of ransomware attacks with the same seriousness as terrorism. 
What is ransomware and why has it been so effective?  How is the government responding to keep the 
companies and the public safe from ransomware?  What have been some of the most dangerous ransomware 
attacks on the U.S.?  What role is cryptocurrency playing in this threat? 
SEARCH TERMS: ransomware 
 
TECHNOLOGY: Japan – Nuclear Reactor Restarted 
TOPIC: Kansai Electric Power Co. has restarted the Mihama No. 3 nuclear reactor, which was shut down 
following the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. This is to help the country meet carbon emissions reduction 
goals. What was the 2011 event and what initiated it? What problems did Mihama No. 3 have in 2004? Does the 
company plan on restarting other aging nuclear reactors? 
SEARCH TERMS: Japan AND “Kansai Electric Power Co.” AND “Mihama No. 3” 
 

SPORTS  
 
SPORTS: Europe – Euro 2020 
TOPIC: The group stages of this soccer tournament have ended and the sixteen teams who will be participating 
in the knockout rounds have been set. What six teams were sent home following the group stage? Were there 
any of the pre-tournament favorites among them? How does the knockout round work? Is your favorite team still 
in the hunt for the trophy? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Euro 2020” 
 
SPORTS: NCAA Athlete Pay 
TOPIC: The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled unanimously that the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
limits on education-related benefits that schools provide for athletes violated antitrust laws.  College athletes can 
now get paid for educated-related benefits. What were the specific aspects of the NCAA rules that the court ruled 
on?  How did Justice Kavanaugh’s opinion differ from the court opinion written by Justice Gorsuch? What has 
been the reaction from the NCAA and the public on this ruling? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Supreme Court” AND (compensation OR compensated OR paid OR payment) AND athletes 
AND NCAA 
 
SPORTS: Sydney McLaughlin Breaks Hurdles Record 
TOPIC:  Sydney McLaughlin has broken the world record for the 400-meter hurdles in the Olympic Trials.  What 
was challenging about the temperature when she broke the record and how did she handle it? Who was her 
biggest rival in this race and what is her background?  What is Sydney McLaughlin’s background in this sport? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Sydney McLaughlin” AND hurdles AND record 
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SPORTS: New Zealand -- World Test Championship 
TOPIC: New Zealand’s cricket team has won the inaugural World Test Championship, defeating India in the final 
held in Southampton, United Kingdom. The test series began in 2019. What other countries participated in this 
tournament? Had New Zealand won a world championship in this sport before? 
SEARCH TERMS: “World Test Championship” 
 
SPORTS: CeCe Telfer 
TOPIC:  The American hurdler and transgender athlete CeCe Telfer has been disqualified from competing in the 
U.S. Olympic Trials for not meeting the low testosterone levels required to qualify as a woman.  What are the 
gender qualifications for competing and what is their purpose?  What have been CeCe’s most impressive 
achievements as a hurdler? 
SEARCH TERMS: “CeCe Telfer” AND (Olympic OR Olympics) 
 
SPORTS: Simone Biles Wins Her 7th U.S. Gymnastics Title 
TOPIC:  U.S. Gymnast Simone Biles has won her 7th U.S. Gymnastics Championship all-around title and 
qualified for the U.S. Olympic Team.  What were her scores in the Olympic trials?  How does she rank overall in 
the history of U.S. women’s gymnastics? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Simone Biles” AND (gymnast OR gymnastics) 
 
SPORTS: Great Britain – Wimbledon Begins 
TOPIC:  Tennis’ elite players have moved from the clay courts of the French Open to the grass courts of 
Wimbledon as the second major tournament of the tennis year started.  Serena Williams was forced to withdraw 
with an injury, ending her search for another major singles title that would tie her with Margaret Court for the most 
ever won.  With Williams out of the tournament, what other female players have a strong chance to win?  Who is 
competing in the men’s side and who is currently favored to win?  What other majors remain this year for Williams 
to continue her quest? 
SEARCH TERMS: Wimbledon AND tennis 
 
SPORTS: U.S. Women’s Open Golf Tournament 
TOPIC:  Yuka Saso of the Philippines has won the 2021 U.S. Women’s Open golf tournament.  What were her 
most impressive shots in the game? What have been the high points of her career? What are her major strengths 
and weaknesses as a golfer? 
SEARCH TERMS: Yuka Saso 
 
SPORTS: Belmont Stakes  
TOPIC:  The racehorse Essential Quality was the winner at this year’s Belmont Stakes.  What are the key 
strengths and weaknesses of Essential Quality and how have they shown in his racing career?  What was 
Essential Quality’s performance at the Kentucky Derby and why?  Who rode Essential Quality at Belmont and 
what are his strengths and weaknesses as a jockey? 
SEARCH TERMS: Belmont AND “Essential Quality” 
 
SPORTS: U.S. Women’s PGA Championship 
TOPIC:  Nelly Korda has won the U.S. Women’s Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA) tour.  What are her 
main strengths and weaknesses as a player and how did they show themselves in this tournament?  What have 
been other high points in her career as a golfer? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Nelly Korda” AND PGA AND golf 
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ARTS AND LITERATURE  
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Regulating the Art Market 
TOPIC:  The Anti-Money Laundering Act of 2020 that was passed in January 2021 expands the kinds of 
regulations in the Bank Secrecy Act to help prevent money laundering by art and antiquities dealers.  How have 
changes in the U.S. tax laws and the expanding use of non-Fungible Tokens impacted transactions in the art 
market?  How have these new regulations impacted the once-confidential work of art dealers? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Anti-Money Laundering Act” AND (art OR antiquities) 
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Netherlands – The Night Watch Increases  
TOPIC: Rembrandt van Rijn’s large painting The Night Watch has undergone restoration and is soon to be back 
on view. Included in the restoration are parts of the painting that had been trimmed away in order to fit it into the 
town hall where it was displayed. They could see what was missing from using a contemporaneous copy of it as a 
guide. What is the subject matter of The Night Watch? Why is it considered Rembrandt’s masterpiece? How did 
they make the new panels and how are they attached to the painting? 
SEARCH TERMS: “The Night Watch” AND restoration 
 
LITERATURE: Australia – Digitizing Literary Works 
TOPIC:  Untapped: The Australian Literary Heritage Project hopes to digitize 200 significant Australian works as a 
first step in what is hoped to become an ongoing project to make out-of-print works available to libraries across 
the country. They are asking book lovers to nominate works for this first go-around. What are some of the 
copyright issues that need to be addressed to make this happen? What newly passed law makes giving e-books 
like this to libraries possible? Is this a good scheme, or are out-of-print books actually out-of-print for a reason? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Untapped: The Australian Literary Heritage Project” 
 
LITERATURE: Australia – Miles Franklin Shortlist Announces 
TOPIC:  The shortlist for the Miles Franklin Award has been announced. Six novels have been named – two of 
the authors are named for the first time, one has won the Man Booker award. Who are the authors and what are 
the novels that have been named to this list? Who are the judges of this prize? How did Franklin support 
Australian literature? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Miles Franklin Award” 
 
LITERATURE: The Night Watchman 
TOPIC: Louise Erdrich has won a Pulitzer Prize for her novel The Night Watchman. What is The Night Watchman 
about and what are the qualities in Erdrich’s writing that impressed the critics? What are some other books that 
she has written that have received critical praise and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Louise Erdrich” AND “Night Watchman” AND Pulitzer 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: In the Heights 
TOPIC:  The Broadway musical In the Heights by the Hamilton creator Lin-Manuel Miranda has been made into a 
film by director Jon M. Chu.  What is the film about and what have been the reviews of this film adaptation?  What 
has been controversial about this film and what are the best arguments on either side of the controversy? 
SEARCH TERMS: “In the Heights” AND Miranda AND Chu 
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MOVIES AND TELEVISION: France – Cannes International Film Festival 
TOPIC:  The 2021 version of the Cannes International Film Festival is going to be held in July. They have 
renamed the last screening of the festival as the Final Screening and hope to make this a high point of the 74th 
festival and beyond. What films will open and close the festival? Who is on the jury and who is the president of it? 
What other films are playing there and which ones were supposed to be at last year’s cancelled festival? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Cannes International Film Festival” 
 
MUSIC: Germany – Famed Choir to Form Groups for Girls 
TOPIC:  The Regensburg Cathedral Choir, a boys’ choir founded around 975, is generally considered to be one 
of the oldest boys’ choirs in the world. It has announced plans to form a girls’ choir, which members of the 
cathedral’s high school can apply to join in the 2022-2023 academic year. What was the reason for this decision? 
Are the two groups going to be integrated? Why or why not?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Regensburg Cathedral Choir” AND girls 
 
MUSIC: BET Awards 
TOPIC:  Cardi B, was a big winner at the Black Entertainment Television (BET) this year. What were the qualities 
in her music that impressed the critics?  Who were some of the other big winners and what were the qualities in 
their music that impressed the critics? What is the history of the BET Awards? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Black Entertainment Television” OR BET) AND Awards AND “Cardi B” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS:  Katori Hall’s Hot Wing King 
TOPIC:  Playwright Katori Hall has won a Pulitzer Prize for her play The Hot Wing King. What is the play about 
and what are the qualities in it that impressed the critics? What are some other celebrated plays by Katori Hall 
and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Katori Hall” AND “Hot Wing King” 
 
PERFORMING ARTS: United Kingdom – Eliot’s Four Quartets on Stage 
TOPIC:  Ralph Fiennes has returned to the stage with a one-man performance of T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets. 
Written between the mid-1930s and 1942, they were first gathered in a single volume in 1943 by his American 
publishers. How did Fiennes and his collaborators transpose these to the stage? How has his performance been 
judged? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Ralph Fiennes” AND “Four Quartets” 
 

PEOPLE  
 
PEOPLE:  F. Lee Bailey 
TOPIC:  F. Lee Bailey was an American defense attorney who was mainly known for some high-profile cases he 
took such as defending the Boston Strangler, Patty Hearst and O.J. Simpson. What was his style as a defense 
lawyer?  Why was he disbarred in Massachusetts? 
SEARCH TERMS: “F. Lee Bailey” AND (attorney OR lawyer) 
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PEOPLE: Zambia – Kenneth Kaunda 
TOPIC: Kenneth Kaunda was a leading figure in the anti-colonialist movement in Zambia and its first president. 
How did he become a leader in the movement for independence and what organizations did he found that helped 
the movement? How long was he president and what were some of his accomplishments in office? What did he 
do after leaving office in 1991? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Kenneth Kaunda” 
 
PEOPLE:  Coach Krzyzewski 
TOPIC:  Longtime coach of the Duke University Blue Devils basketball team Mike “Coach K” Krzyzewski has 
announced that he will retire at the end of this season.  What are the qualities in Coach K's coaching that have 
made him successful and popular with players and fans?  Where did he play and coach early in his career and 
how did that form some of his coaching skills? 
SEARCH TERMS: Duke AND basketball AND (Krzyzewski OR “Coach K”) 
 
PEOPLE: Denmark – Christian Eriksen’s  
TOPIC:  Christian Eriksen, one of the stars of Denmark’s Euro 2020 team, suffered a cardiac arrest during the 
first game, had CPR on the field and was transported to a hospital. He was fitted with an implantable cardioverter-
defibrillator before being discharged. Was any reason given for his cardiac arrest? Will he be able to continue to 
play soccer at a high level? How did the Danish team do at the Euros? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Christian Eriksen” 
 
PEOPLE: Donald Rumsfeld  
TOPIC:  Donald Rumsfeld had a long career in politics serving in many different positions but most famously 
serving as Secretary of Defense under both Presidents Gerald Ford and George W. Bush.  What other high 
government positions has Rumsfeld held and how did his experience develop his policies and processes?  What 
were some of his major achievements and why?  What were some of his most controversial policies and why? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Donald Rumsfeld” AND Defense AND (president OR presidents) 
 
 
 
 


