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CURRENT EVENTS 

 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Breakthrough Infections 
TOPIC:  The Delta variant of Covid-19 has been proven to infect people who are fully vaccinated. The vaccines 
can mean that their symptoms are mild and they avoid hospitalizations. Is any vaccine proven to be more 
effective against this variant? Has anyone proven to be worse? Has any other variant infected people who are 
fully vaccinated? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Delta variant” AND “breakthrough infection” 
 
ECONOMICS: Worldwide – Shipping Delays 
TOPIC: Online shipping has affected the shipping industry, with increased container ships leading to delays in 
offloading goods around the world. The industry doesn’t expect to get things straightened out until the first quarter 
of 2022. What was the impact of intermodal containers had on shipping and warehousing of goods? What 
industries are particularly vulnerable when shipping delays occur? 
SEARCH TERMS: "supply chain" and "shipping industry" 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Urban Homicide Rates 
TOPIC:  For the first 6 months if 2021, the U.S. murder rate has increased 16% above last year at this time and 
42% since the same time in 2019, with the rise mostly in urban areas.  What are some of the causes for this 
extreme rise in urban murder rates?  How have city governments responded to this crisis? 
SEARCH TERMS: (homicide OR "murder rate") AND (urban OR cities) 
 
LITERATURE: Great Britain – Copyright Regime Change? 
TOPIC:  One outcome of Brexit is that Britain is leaving the EU-wide copyright scheme and is working out what to 
replace it. Authors and publishers fear that it might adopt an international exhaustion scheme that would allow the 
sale of English language books imported from other countries alongside to those same books printed in Britain. 
What is the current copyright system in place in Britain and how does it help both authors and publishers? What is 
the exhaustion of intellectual property rights and how could it hurt authors? 
SEARCH TERMS: “exhaustion of intellectual property rights” 
 
EDUCATION: Northern Hemisphere – Schools Reopen 
TOPIC:  The new school year is here in the Northern Hemisphere. There’s still no vaccine for children and in 
many countries there has been a resurgence of the pandemic due to the Delta variant.  This resurgence has seen 
many children and young adults getting the disease.  Are any northern countries looking at how the countries of 
the Southern Hemisphere opened their schools for examples?  What are the different approaches to school re-
openings that countries are taking?  Is there a mix of on-site or remote learning that is being offered students?  
Are countries requiring that students be masked and teachers be vaccinated while in the classroom? 
SEARCH TERMS:  schools AND (re-opening OR opening) AND (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) AND (Europe OR 
European OR UK OR Britain OR Asia OR Asian OR Africa OR African) 
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TECHNOLOGY: Inflatable Robotic Hand  
TOPIC:  A new kind of inflatable robotic hand is greatly improving the tactical control for amputees.  How does 
this new kind of robotic hand work?  Why does it cost so much less than most other robotic options for amputees? 
SEARCH TERMS: inflatable AND robotic AND hand AND MIT 
 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  
 

BUSINESS: Inspections of Tesla Autopilot Cars for Safety  
TOPIC: After a series of crashes, the U.S. is opening a probe of Tesla’s Autopilot automobile for safety.  How 
does the technology of Tesla’s Autopilot work? What kind of accidents have happened?  What has been 
discovered so far that shows improvement can be made? 
SEARCH TERMS: Tesla AND (“self-driving” OR auto-pilot OR autopilot) AND safety 
 
BUSINESS: Australia – Qantas to Resume International Flights 
TOPIC:  Qantas Airways has announced it will resume several of its long-haul international flights in December. It 
also disclosed its losses for the year. What countries does it plan to resume flights to? How has it dealt with its 
employees and the Covid-19 vaccines? What contributed to its losses this year and are they likely to return to 
profit with these long-haul flights? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Qantas Airways” 
 
BUSINESS: Taco Bell Adapts to Pandemic Economy 
TOPIC: Taco Bell is opening a new kind of store called Taco Bell Defy which offers a contact free drive-through to 
keep customers safe from contacting COVID-19 but also works to keep the service efficient.  How does this new 
system for Taco Bell work?  Where is this pilot franchise located and when will it open? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Taco Bell Defy” 
 
ECONOMICS: Worldwide – Shipping Delays 
TOPIC: Online shipping has affected the shipping industry, with increased container ships leading to delays in 
offloading goods around the world. The industry doesn’t expect to get things straightened out until the first quarter 
of 2022. What was the impact of intermodal containers had on shipping and warehousing of goods? What 
industries are particularly vulnerable when shipping delays occur? 
SEARCH TERMS: "supply chain" and "shipping industry" 
 
ECONOMICS: Truck Driver Shortage 
TOPIC:  The U.S. is suffering a shortage of truck drivers.  What is causing this shortage and what is being done 
to attract drivers?  How is the infrastructure bill seeking to help with this? 
SEARCH TERMS: "truck drivers" AND (shortage OR shortages) AND jobs 
 
FINANCE: Rise in Food Stamps 
TOPIC: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced that it is permanently increasing the levels of 
food stamp assistance by 25%.  What has driven this change?  How many Americans are currently on food 
stamps and what will be the average rise in monthly per-person benefits? 
SEARCH TERMS: USDA and “food stamps” 
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CIVICS, GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 

 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Afghanistan – Evacuations and Troop Withdrawals 
TOPIC: The withdrawal of U.S. and foreign troops from Afghanistan has led to a massive air lift meant to bring 
their citizens and Afghanis who had helped them out of the country. While the first days were chaotic, tens of 
thousands of people were brought out. U. S. troops are out of the country after almost 20 years of serving there. 
Who attacked with suicide bombers while the crowds waited to depart? Who negotiated with the Taliban to 
arrange the troops’ departures? How many people did U.S. forces manage to bring out of the country? Was it the 
right decision to withdraw U.S. and other troops? 
SEARCH TERMS: Afghanistan AND (“troop withdrawal” OR evacuation) 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Canada – U.S. Border Opened 
TOPIC: Canada has opened its borders to vaccinated U.S. citizens who have tested negative for Covid-19. What 
other requirements are there for people hoping to enter Canada? Has the U.S. opened its borders to Canada? 
SEARCH TERMS: Canada AND U.S. AND border AND (tourists or travelers) 
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: Audit in Arizona of 2020 Election Results  
TOPIC: Maricopa County, Arizona is undergoing an audit of its 2020 election results.  What is the reason for this 
audit and what is the evidence to support it?  What concerns have arisen about the objectivity of the Cyber Ninjas, 
a Florida firm that is the lead firm conducting the audit? What disagreements have members of the state 
Republican Party in Arizona had regarding this audit? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Maricopa County” AND audit 
 
HISTORY: Twenty Year Anniversary of “9/11” 
TOPIC: On September 11, 2001 the United States was attacked by nineteen militants associated with al Qaeda, 
an Islamic extremist group.  Suicide bombers hijacked airplanes that morning, and targeted the World Trade 
Center in New York City, the Pentagon in Washington DC, and another plane crashed in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania.  All said, nearly 3,000 people lost their lives. What was the United States’ military response to the 
attacks, and how has the response impacted safety against terrorism?  Have there been any changes to the day 
to day life in the United States and have they been good or not, and if not, why not? 
SEARCH TERMS: ((September 11th OR 9/11) AND attack) AND (response OR impact) 
 
HISTORY: Russia – Anniversary of a Coup Attempt 
TOPIC: The 30th anniversary of the attempt by hardliners to overthrow Mikhail Gorbachev has recently passed. 
This act, meant to bolster the Soviet Union, actually led to its dissolution and, ultimately, to the rise to power of 
Vladimir Putin. What was Gorbachev attempting to reform in the Soviet Union? Who led the coup attempt and 
what were their goals? What was Boris Yeltsin’s role in defeating the coup? How did Putin come to power? 
SEARCH TERMS: Gorbachev AND “coup attempt” 
 
HISTORY: Boston’s Old North Church and Slavery 
TOPIC: A grant from the National Endowment of the Arts (NEA) is being used to reform the educational program 
of Boston’s historic Old North Church to clarify its connections to the slave trade. What are the longtime 
established historic significant roles that the public has learned involving Boston’s Old North Church and what 
additional aspects will now be added that explain its connection to the slave trade?  What is the name of the 
foundation that preserves this church and what is its role in the educational programs it offers? 
SEARCH TERMS: Boston AND “Old North Church” AND (slaves OR slavery) 
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HISTORY: Mexico – Anniversary of Cortes’ Conquest of the Aztecs 
TOPIC: It was 500 years ago when Hernan Cortes and his Spanish forces, aided by indigenous allies, defeated 
the Aztecs in their capital city of Tenochtitlan. How did this victory change the lives of Mexico’s peoples? Did 
Mexico celebrate this anniversary? Did Spain celebrate it?  
SEARCH TERMS: Cortes AND Aztecs AND anniversary 
 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Urban Homicide Rates 
TOPIC:  For the first 6 months if 2021, the U.S. murder rate has increased 16% above last year at this time and 
42% since the same time in 2019, with the rise mostly in urban areas.  What are some of the causes for this 
extreme rise in urban murder rates?  How have city governments responded to this crisis? 
SEARCH TERMS: (homicide OR "murder rate") AND (urban OR cities) 
 
CRIME AND LAW: Japan – Yakuza Leader Sentenced to Death 
TOPIC:  Yakuza leader Satoru Nomura has been sentenced to hang for four assaults, one of which resulted in 
the death of a civilian. His second-in-command Fumio Tanoue was sentenced to life in prison. This is the first time 
a senior Yakuza leader has been sentenced to death. What yakuza gang did Nomura lead? Who did he order to 
be assaulted and what happened to those who carried out his orders?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Satoru Nomura” OR “Fumio Tanoue”  
 
EDUCATION: Northern Hemisphere – Schools Reopen 
TOPIC:  The new school year is here in the Northern Hemisphere. There’s still no vaccine for children and in 
many countries there has been a resurgence of the pandemic due to the Delta variant.  This resurgence has seen 
many children and young adults getting the disease.  Are any northern countries looking at how the countries of 
the Southern Hemisphere opened their schools for examples?  What are the different approaches to school re-
openings that countries are taking?  Is there a mix of on-site or remote learning that is being offered students?  
Are countries requiring that students be masked and teachers be vaccinated while in the classroom? 
SEARCH TERMS:  schools AND (re-opening OR opening) AND (Covid-19 OR coronavirus) AND (Europe OR 
European OR UK OR Britain OR Asia OR Asian OR Africa OR African) 
 
EDUCATION: Mask Mandates in Schools 
TOPIC: The deadly surge in the Delta Variant of the COVID-19 virus has spurred many schools to mandate that 
students returning to class wear a face mask to protect both themselves and others.  What are the arguments for 
and against mandating face masks for students? Why are some governors banning mask mandates and why are 
some schools fighting back against the mandates? 
SEARCH TERMS: (school OR schools OR students) AND (“mask mandate” OR “mask mandates”) 
 
RELIGION: Religious Exemptions for Vaccine 
TOPIC:  Some churches and religious organizations are seeking information on a process for their congregants to 
get a religious exemption from taking the vaccine to inoculate them against the coronavirus infection.  What are 
the national and state laws regarding religious exemption status for getting this vaccine and how would they be 
used?  What are some of the religious reasons to not want a vaccine?  What are some historic examples of the 
practice of religious exemptions that could put people at a health risk and how has the law been involved? 
SEARCH TERMS: (COVID OR “COVID-19” OR coronavirus OR pandemic) AND vaccine AND “religious 
exemption”  
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SOCIAL RELATIONS: U.S. Census 
TOPIC:  The recent release of the 2020 U.S. Census has drawn a lot of attention to the quickly changing ethnic 
makeup of the United States.  Which ethnic groups grew the most and which group shrunk?  What ethnic groups 
show the greatest rate of growth and shrinkage among the population under 18 years old?   
SEARCH TERMS: “U.S. Census” AND 2020 AND ethnic 
 
SOCIAL RELATIONS: Worldwide – Refugees and Covid-19 
TOPIC:  There are tens of thousands of refugees in camps around the world.  Examples would include the African 
and Middle Eastern refugees held in Greece and Italy.  Another is the Rohingya held in Bangladesh.  How are the 
host countries dealing with refugees in light of the pandemic?  Are they providing vaccines to them or are they 
second in line behind citizens of the host country?  Is any country providing an example of best practices on this 
issue? 
SEARCH TERMS: refugees AND Covid-19 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND HEALTH  
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Ida Slams the Gulf Coast 
TOPIC:  Sixteen years to the day after Hurricane Katrina devastated New Orleans, Hurricane Ida became one of 
the strongest hurricanes to hit the region.  It made landfall with winds of 150 miles per hour and a great storm 
surge.  Though New Orleans was left without power, it did not flood to the extent that it did during Katrina.  What 
happened in the intervening years that helped New Orleans prevent the type of flooding that happened in 2005?  
How many people evacuated before the storm and when will they be likely to return?  What damages to the 
coastal area did Ida wreak and what is its path now that it is a tropical storm? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“New Orleans” OR “Gulf Coast”) AND Ida 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Haiti – Nature Raw with Tooth and Claw 
TOPIC:  Haiti suffered a severe earthquake followed by Tropical Storm Grace. The earthquake killed over 2,200 
people. What political event that happened in July might have hindered recovery efforts? Did the recovery efforts 
after the 2010 earthquake succeed or not? How has Grace hindered the recovery from this year’s earthquake? 
SEARCH TERMS: Haiti AND earthquake 
 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE: Tennessee Floods 
TOPIC:  Tennessee has suffered terrible flash flooding as around five counties in the state have had up to fifteen 
inches of rainfall in under twelve hours.  How does this amount of rainfall compare to the average annual rainfall 
in the area?  What was the amount of damage and fatalities from the flooding and what are some ideas of how 
communities can prepare for this kind of flooding in the future?  
SEARCH TERMS: Tennessee AND (“flash floods” OR “flash flood” OR “flash flooding”) 
 
HEALTH: Worldwide – Breakthrough Infections 
TOPIC:  The Delta variant of Covid-19 has been proven to infect people who are fully vaccinated. The vaccines 
can mean that their symptoms are mild and they avoid hospitalizations. Is any vaccine proven to be more 
effective against this variant? Has anyone proven to be worse? Has any other variant infected people who are 
fully vaccinated? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Delta variant” AND “breakthrough infection” 
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HEALTH: Delta Variant Filling Up Hospital Space 
TOPIC:  As the Delta Variant of COVID-19 advances rapidly, many hospitals are getting overwhelmed with the 
volume of new patients and six states have almost no ICU beds left. What six states are having the most 
challenges and why are those states being hit so hard with the Delta Variant?  How are some hospitals working 
together to try to manage the volume of patients? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Delta Variant” AND hospitals AND (beds OR overwhelmed) 
 
SCIENCE: Egypt – Four- Legged Whale Discovered 
TOPIC:  A partial skeleton of a whale with four legs was discovered in Egypt’s Western Desert, which a long time 
ago was covered by an ocean. It is thought this whale could swim in water and walk on dry land. What was 
notable about its skull and how did this help the scientists in naming this whale? How large was it and what do 
they estimate as its weight? Where else have whales with legs been found? 
SEARCH TERMS: whales AND fossils AND legs 
 
SCIENCE: Fossilized Leaves and Dinosaur Climate 
TOPIC:  The study of fossilized leaves from the ginkgo tree may help scientists determine what kind of climate the 
dinosaurs lived in.  How long have ginkgo trees been on Earth?  How do scientists study fossils of these ginkgo 
tree leaves to find out what kind of climate dinosaurs lived in? 
SEARCH TERMS: fossil AND leaves AND Smithsonian AND ginkgo 
 
TECHNOLOGY: China – Online Gaming Restrictions 
TOPIC: China has limited the time that children younger than 18 can spend online gaming to one hour a day on 
weekends and holidays. They are banned from playing on week nights. What were the previous regulations that 
have been tightened? What other aspect of online culture has China sought to regulate recently? How have 
parents and gaming companies reacted to these new rules? 
SEARCH TERMS: China AND children AND “online gaming”  
 
TECHNOLOGY: Inflatable Robotic Hand  
TOPIC:  A new kind of inflatable robotic hand is greatly improving the tactical control for amputees.  How does 
this new kind of robotic hand work?  Why does it cost so much less than most other robotic options for amputees? 
SEARCH TERMS: inflatable AND robotic AND hand AND MIT 
 

SPORTS  
 
SPORTS: Japan – Paralympics Games 
TOPIC:  The Tokyo 2020 Paralympics Games occurred in late August and early September, following the 
Olympic Games held in the same city earlier in the summer. They are the 16th version of the games. What are 
some of the many sports that make up these games? Which countries have done well at them? Who are some of 
the individual athletes who have excelled at them?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Tokyo 2020 Paralympics Games” 
 
SPORTS: Allyson Felix 
TOPIC:  With her eleventh gold medal win at this year’s Olympic Games, Allyson surpassed Carl Lewis to 
become the most decorated track and field athlete.  What are her main track events and what are her key 
strengths as a runner?  What running shoe did she help design and what’s the story behind that? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Allyson Felix” AND track OR Olympic OR Olympics 



 

 
NewsBank • 5801 Pelican Bay Boulevard, Naples, FL 34108 • (800) 762.8182 

 

 
SPORTS: United Kingdom – The Return of Ronaldo 
TOPIC: Cristiano Ronaldo has agreed to terms with Manchester United, a former club of his. Since leaving United 
he has played for Real Madrid and Juventus. What are his strengths as a player? What individual awards has he 
won throughout his playing career? What team trophies has he lifted?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Cristiano Ronaldo” 
 
SPORTS: Sydney McLaughlin 
TOPIC:  Sydney McLaughlin has broken the world record in the women’s 400 meters hurdles at the Tokyo 
Summer Olympics this year.  Who did she beat in a close race to win and what are the key accomplishments in 
the running careers of these two women? How many different track and field events does McLaughlin participate 
in and what are her strongest events? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Sydney McLaughlin” AND hurdles AND (Olympic OR Olympics OR track) 
 
SPORTS: Canada – World Women’s Championship 
TOPIC:  World Women’s Championship took place in Calgary, Canada. What teams were invited to it? What 
record did U.S. player Hilary Knight break during it? Which teams advanced to the semifinals and then on to the 
finals?  
SEARCH TERMS: “IIHF World Women’s Championship” 
 
SPORTS: Tony Esposito 
TOPIC:  Tony Esposito was a legendary goalie for the Chicago Black Hawks whose career prime was in the 
1970s.  What record for shutout games did he hold?  What were some of his key strengths and weaknesses as a 
goalie?  Who was his famous hockey playing brother? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Tony Esposito” AND “Chicago Black Hawks” 
 
SPORTS: Michael Cabrera Joins the 500 Club 
TOPIC:  Designated hitter for the Detroit Tigers, Michael Cabrera, has joined the exclusive “500 home run club” in 
professional baseball that unofficially started in 1929 when Babe Ruth became the first player to hit 500 home 
runs.  What is Cabrera’s career batting average and how are batting averages determined?  How many other 
members of the so-called “500 home run club” are there? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Michael Cabrera” AND 500 AND “home runs” 
 

ARTS AND LITERATURE  
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: Chuck Close 
TOPIC:  Chuck Close was a celebrated painter, photographer and artist in other mediums who was known 
broadly for his portraits that included photorealism and abstract portraits. What kind of unique portrait style is he 
most known for and how does he paint them?  What are some of his most well-known works? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Chuck Close” AND (portrait OR portraits) 
 
FINE ARTS AND ARCHITECTURE: France – Wrapping the Arc de Triomphe 
TOPIC: The artist Christo was known for wrapping buildings. He had made plans to wrap the Arc de Triomphe in 
Paris before his death. Those plans are to be used later this fall by his nephew and others. What is the Arc de 
Triomphe, where is it located, and how big is it? How long will it remain wrapped? How did Christo fund these 
large, temporary art works? 
SEARCH TERMS: Christo AND “Arc de Triomphe” 
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LITERATURE: Great Britain – Copyright Regime Change? 
TOPIC:  One outcome of Brexit is that Britain is leaving the EU-wide copyright scheme and is working out what to 
replace it. Authors and publishers fear that it might adopt an international exhaustion scheme that would allow the 
sale of English language books imported from other countries alongside to those same books printed in Britain. 
What is the current copyright system in place in Britain and how does it help both authors and publishers? What is 
the exhaustion of intellectual property rights and how could it hurt authors? 
SEARCH TERMS: “exhaustion of intellectual property rights” 
 
LITERATURE: Eloise Greenfield 
TOPIC: Eloise Greenfield was an American children’s book author, biographer and poet who was best known for 
her descriptive and positive portrayal of African-American life, especially in her books for children. What writing 
awards has she won and why?  How did her children’s books help instill confidence in African-American children? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Eloise Greenfield” AND (“African-American” OR black) AND “children’s books” 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: NYC Epicenters 9/11–2021 ½ 
TOPIC:  HBO is airing a documentary series by the director Spike Lee called NYC Epicenters 9/11-2021 ½ that 
traces New York City from the terror attacks of September 11, 2001 to the COVID-19 pandemic of 2021. What 
has been the reaction to this series from critics who have viewed all the episodes?  What about this series has 
been controversial? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Spike Lee” AND HBO AND “NYC Epicenters” 
 
MOVIES AND TELEVISION: Italy – Venice Film Festival 
TOPIC:  The 2021 Venice film festival opens on September 1. Its jury is led by Korean director Bong Joon-ho. 
What are some of the highly anticipated films that will be showing at the festival? Who are some of the actors who 
are planning on attending this event? What is this festival’s role in the fall film festival season? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Venice International Film Festival” 
 
MUSIC: Jamaica – Lee “Scratch” Perry 
TOPIC:  Lee “Scratch” Perry was a music producer. He worked in the music business in Jamaica, producing 
artists like Bob Marley and songs like Police and Thieves. What musical styles was he most associated with? 
Who are some of the other artists he worked with?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Lee ‘Scratch’ Perry” 
 
MUSIC: Don Everly 
TOPIC:  Don Everly, along with his brother Phil, made up the very popular singing duo called the Everly Brothers 
who had a string of hits in the 1950s and early 1960s; the Everly Brothers were influential on generations of 
musicians that came after them.  What kind of musical family did the Everly brothers grow up in and what forms of 
music influenced their unique style of singing?  What country music songwriting duo wrote most of their hits and 
what are some of the Everly Brothers greatest hits?  What musicians that came later claimed the Everly Brothers 
as major influences and how did the Everly Brothers impact their music? 
SEARCH TERMS: "Don Everly” AND “The Everly Brothers” 
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PERFORMING ARTS: Great Britain – Entertainment Industry Survey 
TOPIC:  A survey of non-white performers in the U.K. has revealed the extent of institutional racism in the 
entertainment industry. The survey was undertaken by the Sir Lenny Henry Centre for Media Diversity. How many 
people participated in the survey? What were the conclusions? What was some of the anecdotal evidence 
revealed from the survey? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Lenny Henry Centre” AND racism 
 
PERFORMING ARTS:  Broadway New Deal 
TOPIC:  Black Theatre United has organized a broad coalition of key decision makers in New York City’s 
Broadway theater industry that has resulted in an agreement to reforms to ensure inclusion and equity for people 
in theater.  What kind of decision makers attended these summit meetings to put together this deal and how long 
did it take?  What is Black Theatre United and when was it formed? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Black Theatre United” AND "New Deal" AND Broadway 
 

PEOPLE  
 
PEOPLE:  Governor Kathy Hochul 
TOPIC:  Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul has become the first female governor of the state of New York – 
replacing New York’s Governor Andrew Cuomo who has resigned in the face of allegations of sexual harassment.  
What are some of her main accomplishments in her roles as U.S. Representative from New York’s 26th 
congressional district?  What were some noteworthy aspects of her early work on the town board of Hamburg, NY 
and as Erie County Clerk?  What have been some of her first acts as governor? 
SEARCH TERMS: (“Kathy Hochul” OR “Kathleen Hochul” OR “Governor Hochul”) AND “New York” 
 
PEOPLE: Japan – Puzzle Master – Maki Kaji 
TOPIC:  Maki Kaji, who ran a puzzle magazine in Japan, was looking through an American puzzle publication in 
the mid-80s and spotted a game called Number Place. It was a nine-by-nine grid with some numbers prefilled in. 
The object of the game is to fill in all the squares with the numbers 1 through 9, each number occurring only once 
it each row and column. He began publishing his version of this game. It was, of course, Sudoku. How did Sudoku 
get that name? Who is thought to have come up with the original game? How did the game achieve worldwide 
popularity? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Maki Kaji” AND Sudoku 
 
PEOPLE: France –- Josephine Baker Joins the Pantheon 
TOPIC:  France has reburied Josephine Baker, moving her remains into the Pantheon, which is a mausoleum 
that houses notable citizens of France. The dancer, who stayed in France during World War II and aided the 
Resistance, is the first black woman to be interred there. When was the Pantheon created and who is interred in 
it? What was Baker’s career before the war and what did she do after the war?  
SEARCH TERMS: “Josephine Baker” AND Pantheon 
 
PEOPLE:  Carolyn Shoemaker 
TOPIC:  Carolyn Shoemaker is probably most known for her co-discovery of the Shoemaker-Levy 9 comet that 
was named for her but she also had a long and distinguished career as an astronomer.  How many comets did 
she discover and why is the number remarkable?  What were her strongest qualities as an astronomer? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Carolyn Shoemaker” AND (astronomer OR astronomy OR comets OR “Shoemaker-Levy” 
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PEOPLE:  Richard Trumka 
TOPIC:  Richard Trumka was the president of the largest federation of unions in the United States, the American 
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL–CIO).  What is the role of the AFL-CIO and 
what are the responsibilities of the president of the AFL-CIO?  What were some of Trumka’s greatest 
accomplishments as president of the AFL-CIO? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Richard Trumka” AND “AFL-CIO” 
 
PEOPLE: South Africa – Zuma Medical Report 
TOPIC: Jacob Zuma, who was transferred from jail to a clinic due to an undisclosed medical condition, is due to 
stand trial for actions that occurred when he was a deputy president. His defense team has submitted a medical 
report to the court on his conditions as his illness has not been disclosed. The judge has also said the prosecution 
could have him examined by their own physicians. Why was Zuma in jail? What are the charges against him? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Jacob Zuma” 
 
PEOPLE: Sirhan Sirhan Recommended for Parole 
TOPIC: Sirhan Sirhan, convicted of the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, has been recommended for parole 
by the California parole commissioners. What was Sirhan’s defense at his trial? How many times has he been 
denied parole in the past? What is the next step in the parole process and how may politics play into it? How did 
the Kennedy family react to this news? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Sirhan Sirhan” 
 
PEOPLE:  Patricia Wilde 
TOPIC:  Patricia Wilde was an established ballet dancer who, as principal ballerina for the New York City Ballet, 
danced not only in the major roles of many top ballets but also in many roles created especially for her by founder 
and choreographer of the New York City Ballet, George Balanchine.  What were her key strengths as a dancer?  
What ballet theater did she become artistic director of and what were some of her most notable accomplishments 
in that role? 
SEARCH TERMS: “Patricia Wilde” AND ballet 
 
 


